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Dear Grace Church Family,
       Summer Greetings! As we move into the warmer weather and relaxed pace 
of the summer season, I’d like to share some updates and news. Below are a 
couple items of interest—please let me know if you have questions or 
comments.

New Music Director
        I am very excited to announce that the UpReach Committee of Session has 
selected Corby York as our new Music Director, beginning August 1!
       Corby brings impressive credentials and experience to Grace Church. He 
holds a Bachelor of Music in Vocal Performance from Ball State University and 
has over a decade of experience in church music and professional choral 
settings. He previously served as Director of Music at Cumberland First Baptist 
Church in Cumberland, IN, and as Baritone Section Leader at Lakeside 
Presbyterian Church in San Francisco. Most recently, Corby served as Co-Music 
Director at Vallejo Community Presbyterian Church.
       As a classically trained baritone, Corby has a deep appreciation for 
traditional sacred music. His performance experience includes collaborations 
with the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, Vox Humana, Lakeside Symphony 
Orchestra, and the San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus. Corby has expressed 
particular enthusiasm for Grace Church’s commitment to traditional worship 
and our vibrant, senior-majority congregation. He looks forward to creating an 
inclusive, encouraging environment where singers feel both challenged and 
supported.
       I would like to extend special thanks to our Chancel Choir for their support 
throughout this search process, and to Session elders Sheryl Ruzek-Griesemer 
and Kathryn Hoffer for their tremendous effort and dedication to finding the 
right candidate. Please join me and the Session in welcoming Corby York to 
the Grace Church family on Sunday, August 2!

PCUSA General Assembly
       The 227th General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) is taking place in Milwaukee, WI from 
June 22 to July 2, 2026, utilizing a hybrid format that 
splits time between online sessions and in-person 
gatherings. The General Assembly consists of 
commissioners—equal numbers of teaching elders (pastors) and ruling elders 
(lay leaders)—elected by each of the 166 Presbyteries.
       The GA meets biennially (every two years). Work is done through 
committees that review overtures (proposals) from Presbyteries, then make 
recommendations to the full assembly for voting. Its actions set 
denominational policies, budgets, and program direction. GA decisions help to 
guide national agencies and ministries and are binding churchwide unless 
changed by a later GA or interpreted differently under the Book of Order.
       The GA represents the democratic, connectional nature of Presbyterian 
polity, linking local congregations through presbyteries and synods to the 
national denomination. Please keep the GA commissioners, staff, and 
volunteers in your prayers.

Grace and Peace, 

JULY
SUNDAY WORSHIP

• July 5 – Facing the Shadows 
Within (Luke 4:1-13, Eph. 
2:14-22)

• July 12 – Rev. Leslie Veen, 
guest preacher

• July 19 – Healing from 
Shame (Mark 5:21-43, Isaiah 
43:1-7)

• July 26 – Fully Alive in Christ 
(Mark 1:14-15, Luke 13:10-17)

Amazing
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Elizabeth Sloan 7/1
Jeanne McLaughlin 7/1
Barbara DiGiorgio 7/3
Charie Reid 7/4
Jean Savage 7/7
Freddie Delamain 7/8
Kris Ludwigsen 7/10
Judith Jones 7/12
Pat Burnham 7/12
Cecile Hasselbrink 7/15
Barbara Bean 7/15
Rosalyn Cannelora 7/17
Hilary Lynch 7/20
Anita Donnell 7/21
Carolyn Choy 7/26
Raglan Tuttle 7/28
Marshall Tuttle 7/29
James Blair 7/30
Gail Peterson 7/30

Hannah Circle invites the 
congregation to join us for 
the month of July in an 
Interfaith Council (I4C) care 
project to meet pressing 
supply needs for the Bay 
Area (East Bay) Crisis 
Nursery. 

The Crisis Nursery provides 24/7 
emergency support for families with 
children from birth through age 5. They 
provide emergency shelter, respite care, 
free emergency childcare, and a Parent’s 
Pantry with food, diapers, and supplies.

During July, we’ll partner with Beth 
Chaim Congregation in Danville to 
gather diapers (particularly sizes 4, 5, and 
6), baby wipes, diaper rash cream, and 
formula for delivery to the Crisis Nursery.  

If you would like to help with this effort, a 
collection box will be in the Narthex 
throughout the month of July. Donations 
of any quantity, brand, or size are all 
welcome and will make a difference for 
some of the youngest among us.

Treasurer’s Report – The Tree of Life
     What do you believe God calls us to do with our 
resources? Have you noticed the Tree of Life sculpture in 
the courtyard outside the Narthex? Proverbs 11:30 (from 
the New Living Translation) says: The seeds of good deeds 
become a Tree of Life.
     Grace Presbyterian Church has been blessed with over 25 members who 
have left an indelible mark on the Church and our programs by designating 
their gifts for specific purposes and missions. Even small gifts have turned 
into a gift which supports their choices in perpetuity.
     Two of those members were Helen Storer Lass and Dulcie Blume. They 
both left legacy endowed gifts to the Church which provide ongoing funds 
for youth and family Christian ministry. In the past, we have used these funds 
for Westminster Woods Camp which was founded in 1946 (80 years ago!) as a 
place where people could draw closer to Christ, to nature, and to one another. 
Many years ago, children of Grace attended Westminster Woods summer 
camps and Ms. Lass served as a volunteer summer counselor during that 
time.
     Since the Church no longer has a youth and family ministry, in addition to 
supporting Westminster Woods, we are looking for other ways to use these 
designated funds for youth and family Christian ministries. If you’re familiar 
with a non-profit doing work in this area, please contact me with your ideas.
     And if you would like to know more about Legacy Giving, the Presbyterian 
Foundation provides two helpful resources for individuals thinking about 
Estate Planning: Composing A Legacy and Estate Planning Workbook. They 
will be available to pick up at the back of the sanctuary.

- Linda Neyer, Treasurer



Have you enjoyed the shade in our west parking lot? That shade is provided 
by Quercus lobata, or Valley Oak trees. The "lobata" in their botanical name 
refers to the deeply lobed leaves. These are native trees, originating in our 
central valley. For millennia they were flooded with snow melt in the spring, 
followed by months of dry weather, although they do need a little 
supplemental water here when planted in a parking lot. They can tolerate 
flooding, so if the super El Nino brings us lots of rain this winter, they should 

be fine. Valley Oaks were selected because they grow rapidly, reaching 20 feet in 5 years and 40 
in ten years. They can live to over 600 years of age, and root graft to each other. They are 
deciduous, allowing sun into the parking lot in the winter. 
     The acorns fall in October, and are a primary food source for  many birds and small mammals. 
The acorns can be eaten by people but require extensive leaching, more so than some of our 
other oak acorns. Enjoy the shade in these summer months ahead!

Pastoral Transition Team (PTT) Update
As you may recall from our previous newsletter article and from the 6/14 Moment for Mission, 
the responsibilities the PTT include:

• Facilitating clear communication
• Planning a farewell event for the pastor
• Coordinating logistical and administrative handoffs
• Providing pastoral care to the congregation during the transition
• Our PTT will also search for an Interim Pastor (as approved by Session).

Once an interim pastor is hired, by the PTT, a separate committee will develop a Mission 
Study. Then, a special committee will be charged with seeking a permanent pastor. This 
process often takes a year.

You will be hearing from our PTT members in the coming weeks as we make progress in our 
search for an interim pastor, assisted by the Office of Ministry of the San Francisco Presbytery. 
We will also keep you informed as we plan fthe celebration event of Rev. Mark’s retirement.

Rev. Mark’s Farewell Event will take place on Sunday, August 23rd from 4:00-6:30 pm in the 
Oak Room. In addition to enjoying a catered buffet dinner, a special program will feature 
photos, speakers, and song. Be sure to put this date on your calendar. You don’t want to miss 
this opportunity to celebrate and say goodbye to Mark and his wife Pat. More details including 
information on a special surprise for Mark and opportunities to RSVP will be made available in 
the coming weeks.

Meanwhile, we invite you to be a part of this event!

Contribute to the event program:

• Musicians, Choir Members, and Singers will lead a few songs. (Brief rehearsals will take place 
after Sunday services – dates to be announced.)

• Email or “message” pictures you may have of church events since 2020
• Write a brief comment on what you have appreciated about Mark’s ministry
➢ Submit pics and comments to Meg at megkeeley327@gmail.com by 8/1.

Contribute to the overall success of the event by helping with:
• Setting up and decorating tables
• Picking up and returning folks who no longer drive
• Clearing tables after the event
• Washing and returning table covers
➢ Sign up sheets in the Church Narthex after services or call the Office 925-935-2100.



In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM. 
Join friends for Fellowship time after church.

Livestream Worship on www.GraceWC.org — Every Sunday at 10:00 am. 
Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.GraceWC.org

Church Membership: Please speak to Rev. Burnham for information. 

Meetings and Gatherings
JULY & AUGUST 2026

No Wednesday Bible Study - On Summer Break - July & August

Fri., July 3 - Grace Office Closed in observance of Independence Day.

Sun., July 5 - Communion Sunday

Sun. July 12 - Guest Preacher, Dr. Leslie Veen

Sun., August 2 - Session Meeting 11:30 am Library | Communion Sunday

Sun., August 23 - Rev. Mark Burnham’s Retirement Celebration Event
4:00 to 6:30pm in the Oak Room

Grace Presbyterian Church
2100 Tice Valley Boulevard
Walnut Creek, CA 94595
______________________________________
Sunday Worship at 10 AM
July 2026

WELCOME STATEMENT

We welcome and celebrate all 
who join with us

—the young and the old, 
the rich and the poor, the gay and 
the straight, the strong and the 
weak, the meek and the brave
—and though we are 
different one from 
another, we are united 
in loving and praising God 
and in loving each other.

Prayer Chain 
If you have concerns 
that would benefit from 
the power of prayer, 
please contact Faye 
Hutchings or the church 
office 925-935-2100 or 
Info@GraceWC.org.


