Amazing

Grace

IN YOUR LIFE
IN OUR COMMUNITY
IN THE WORLD

A monthly publication of Grace Presbyterian Church in Walnut Creek, California

June 2026

Dear Grace Church Family,

The month of June brings us into the summer season.
This means the Chancel Choir is on break until the end of
August. | want to thank our all of our choir members and
musicians for their amazing ministry of music that sustains and
uplifts us every Sunday.

On Easter we said goodbye to our wonderful Music
Director, Jumi Kim. Since then, a search committee has been
diligently looking for a new music director. They recentl
interviewed and hosted at worship two impressive candidates.
Look for some news soon!

| also want to share that I've made a small adjustment to
my retirement plans. Due to some logistical needs, my last day
in the pulpit will be Sunday, August 30. In the meantime, the
Session has formed a Pastoral Transition Team to help with the
change process. You can find more information about the Team
inside this newsletter.

The summer also means that we have completed our
Narrative Lectionary worship series. This leaves the summer
months open for other preaching options, such as a sermon
series or a focus on a particular theme or book of the Bible. The
series I've chosen for this summer is: “A Curriculum of Love:
Deepening Our Love for God, Our Neighbor, and Ourselves”
by the Rev. Siri Strommen, a Lutheran pastor in Minnesota.

In all three Synoptic Gospels, Jesus says some version of
the following: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, mind, and soul and your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus
teaches that this sums up all of the law and prophets. In John’s
Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples that they shall be known by their
love. His final commandment was for them to love one another
as he had loved them.

From acts of mercy to humble servanthood, from dee
forgiveness to courageous strength, Jesus modeled a way o1JO
being human that has eluded most of us. While the command
and invitation is simple, it is not easy. Walking the way of Jesus is
an invitation into another way of living, a shift from a reality of
fear and separation into one of love and unity. It is an unlearning
of a Story of Fear, and a learning of a Story of Love.

This is not a doctrine for us to grasp intellectually. The true
path of Jesus is an invitation to journey deeper into the heart of
God, the Kingdom of God, the reality of God. This summer
sermon series seeks to help us go deeper in this transformation
work. There will be three main themes:

e Loving God: Evaluating our idea of God, building trust, and
connecting with God.

e Loving Ourselves: Learning to love ourselves so we can
align with God'’s creative desires.

e Loving Neighbor: Exploring what inhibits us from
accepting, honoring, and forgiving our neighbor.

Grace and peace, M[ /(
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June 7 - Who is God? Dismantling
the God of Wrath

June 14 - What is Love?
Dismantling Conditional Love

June 21 - Connecting with God

June 28 - Surrender and Trust




The lovely landscaping in
front of the Narthex as i,
you walk into our church |
has several colors of
Anigozanthos spp., or
Kangaroo Paws in full
bloom. A southwestern
Australian native, the i
common name refers to =+,
the uncanny [
resemblance of the
flower buds to the curved paws of a kangaroo. The
leaves are long and narrow, the flower spikes stand
well above the foliage with fuzzy flowers in shades
of yellow, orange, red, pink or purple. The color
becomes more intense with winter cool
temperatures, and they bloom from late spring
through the fall. In Australia, the plants are
pollinated by nectar feeding birds, supported by
the sturdy flower stems. Enjoy!

Lynn Binsacca 6/5
Carol King 6/9
John Bean 6/15
Lynn Lyons 6/15
Sheryl Ruzek- 6/15
Griesemer
Pamela Bouey 6/16
Roger Schultz 6/16
Dirk Meyer 6/20
Leslee Prahl 6/22
Ralpha Storbeck 6/22
Dan Owens 6/26
Jerome Williams 6/26
ictoria Lucido 6/28
Jon Littig 6/29
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Women of Grace (and friends), Hannah Circle
invites you to come together, before the
summer break, for fellowship and mutual
support, on Tuesday, June 9, in the Fireside

Room, at 10:00.

There are a number of issues before us
following a brief discussion:

4’| Stewardship In Action

2026 Facilities Campaign

Our 2026 “Stewardship in
Action” Facilities Campaign kicks
off this month in June. This year's
theme is “Let There Be Light”.

an opportunity to ask for prayers
a look at a mission opportunity & a donation

a peek at the Fall Bible Study: “United
through Christ, Bound to Each Other,
Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians.”

Do join us!

Your Coordinating Team
Lynn, Carolyn, Faye, Gail, Roz, Charie

A flyer is enclosed that provides
the details for this important
Facilities campaign.

Please contact the Office if you
have any questions.

Thank you on behalf of Grace
Presbyterian Church for your
generous support.




Pastoral Transition Team

As you know, our pastor, Mark Burham is retiring
and will end his service at Grace on August 30. The
Pastoral Transition Team (PT) is charged with
initiating the process of transition. Under the
supervision of the Session, the committee will help
to ensure a healthy, hopeful, and orderly transition
that honors the pastor’s legacy, supports the
congregation emotionally and spiritually, and
prepares the congregation for interim leadership
and the eventual call of a new pastor.

The PT team held their first meeting on
Wednesday 5/13 and will be meeting on a weekly
basis for the next month to get things rolling. The
team is made up of the following individuals: Gary
Parkhurst, Lynn Lyons, Freddie Delamain, Gail
Peterson, and Meg Keeley.

The process of transitioning to a new pastor is
lengthy--usually a year or so. Itis a time for
reflection, discernment, and preparation. with
many opportunities for involvement by members
of the congregation and representative
committees. A representative of the Presbytery of
San Francisco's Committee On Ministry will work
with Session, our PT team and other committees as
they progress through the following steps:

1. Hire an Interim Pastor

2. Mission Study (a lengthy report that
describes the mission and work of the church)

3. Pastor Nominating Committee
4, Call of New Pastor

The PT team will be meeting with Session in
June to determine next steps in hiring an Interim
Pastor. Other responsibilities of the PT team will
include:

-Plan a farewell event for Pastor Mark and his
wife Pat in August (Details to come!)

-Work with Rev. Mark, Debora, and personnel to
document administrative processes and collect
necessary records to help to ensure a smooth
transition.

-Update documents, website, or other media as
needed.

-Provide updates on progress and help to support
congregational concerns regarding the transition
process

-Work with Session, Deacons, and
Committees that are instituted during
the transition process to be
determined as necessary.

Memorial Day, Monday, May 25, 2026

There was a great turnout for our Grace
Annual Memorial Day Picnic. We had 80+
attendees this year to honor those who
sacrificed their lives for our freedom.

The program included many thoughtful
and moving speeches. Two scouts from
Troop 284, Max Leibermann and Donncha
Freeley, presented and retired the Colors.

Music and singing were enjoyed by all.
Everyone was invited to join in and sing
along with the songs in our 2026
Memorial Day Songbook. Members of the
Grace Chancel Choir sang “Lift Every Voice
and Sing”.

Thank you to the OutReach Committee
for organizing the event and to the many
of our Grace family who assisted that day
with greeting, reading speeches,
decorating, setting up, preparing and
serving food, and cleaning up.

This year’s program was dedicated to
Sharon Lyons who had previously planned
and carried out Memorial Day ceremonies
for us. We were thankful that she could
attend!




Grace Presbyterian Church
2100 Tice Valley Boulevard
Walnut Creek, CA 94595

Sunday Worship at 10 AM
June 2026

WELCOME STATEMENT

We welcome and celebrate all
who join with us

—the young and the old,

the rich and the poor, the gay and

the straight, the strong and the

weak, the meek and the brave

—and though we are

different one from

another, we are united

in loving and praising God

and in loving each other.

Prayer Chain Y.
If you have concerns - -
that would benefit from =7, e
the power of prayer, / \
please contact Faye

Hutchings or the church

office 925-935-2100 or
Info@GraceWC.org.

In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM.
Join friends for Fellowship time after church.

Livestream Worship on www.GraceWC.org — Every Sunday at 10:00 am.
Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.GraceWC.org

Church Membership: Please speak to Rev. Burnham for information.
Meetings and Gatherings
JUNE 2026

Tues., June 2 - Deacons Meeting 10:00 am Library

- Election Day

Sun., June 7 - Communion Sunday | Session Meeting

Tue., June 9 - Hannah Circle Meeting 10:00 to 11:30 am Library

No Wednesday Bible Study - On Summer Break
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“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another
with whatever gift each of you has received.”
1 Peter 4:10

Let There Be Light

Dear members and friends of Grace, June 2026

The Oak Room is our largest gathering space for church events. It is a major source of
facility use income, contributing to our annual budget. For example, this is where the
ATC Church holds their weekly Sunday worship service.

The Fireside Room is our second largest space. This is the room where we celebrate
our fellowship every Sunday after worship, as well as other events. It is also a source of
facility use income for Grace; the Berkeley Chess Club meets there weekly.

Good lighting is hecessary, and repairs and replacements are needed in both spaces.
We certainly want to be able to see what we are reading when attending a study
group! We want inviting spaces — for our members and guests. We ask for your
generous support — the goal is to raise $10,000 towards these projects.

Thank you - the In-Reach Team,

Ann McCullough, Hilde Olds, Bethallyn Black

The word stewardship means “oversight” and “responsibility for the use of a
resource that does not belong to oneself.” The story here highlights one of many

ways Grace church uses donated funds to sustain and advance our ministry.




Grace Lighting Maintenance Projects
Project #1 - Oak Room Lighting

Project #2 -

Fireside Room
Lighting

Explore the Grace Church website (https://www.GraceWC.org) “Ways to Give”
page and you will find information about different ways to make donations
online for special offerings and more. If you need help with the “Ways to Give”
page, contact Linda Neyer, at Treasurer@GraceWC.org or 925-433-5456, or Faye
Hutchings, Financial Secretary, at afhutchings@sbcglobal.net or 925-588-3527.

You may write a check - made out to “Grace Presbyterian Church” - and place it
in the envelope attached. Drop it in the collection plate or mail it to the office.
Please write “Facilities” on the memo line of your check.

Thank you on behalf of Grace Presbyterian Church for your generous support.
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