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Dear Grace Church Family,

          I’ll begin with a word of thanks for a wonderful Easter Sunday celebration 
on April 5! More than 135 people attended in person and via Livestream, and 
the music was inspiring on Jumi Kim’s final worship service. By the way, the 
search for a new Music Director is on track and three final candidates will be 
interviewed this month.
          As we move into May, I want to share some thoughts on this season after 
Easter, which is called Eastertide. It is the 50-day period before Pentecost that 
gives us time and space to envision and absorb the implications of the 
resurrection of Jesus.
         Easter reminds us that Jesus did not come to establish a cult of 
personality or a following that depended on his physical presence. Instead, he 
came to launch a community of people who witness to and proclaim the good 
news of the kingdom of God. It’s within the context of this community (what 
we now call ‘the Church’) that this ‘upside-down” kingdom can begin to be 
comprehended and lived out. It is through this community that people are 
formed and transformed into the likeness of Christ.
         The formal, theological word for this is ecclesiology (from the Greek word 
ekklesia, which means “the called-out ones” or “the visible assembly”). The 
church is the visible, intentional community whose primary function is to 
“practice resurrection” by calling people to a higher identity and purpose. 
“Once you were not a people,” says1 Peter 2:10, “but now you are God’s people.”
          So, what does this post-Easter ecclesiology mean for us? It offers creative 
ways to think about our life together. Three metaphors for the church rooted in 
Scripture are: 1) People of God, 2) Body of Christ, and 3) Temple of the Spirit. 
Each correlates to one of three persons of the Trinity, emphasizing the 
communal nature of God.
          The church as the people of God connects us to our Jewish heritage and 
to the Exodus, when the Hebrew people are called and set apart as God’s 
chosen ones. Just as Israel was “blessed to be a blessing to all people,” so too is 
the Church called to be a blessing to others. Practicing resurrection means 
service to God and to the world God loves.
          The image of the body of Christ is powerfully articulated by the apostle 
Paul. The Church as a body is a living organism, connected both to the living 
Christ and to one another. Just as the parts of the body need one another, so 
individuals who make up the Church are also interdependent. Practicing 
resurrection means that our identity is greater than any one person or group. 
Together we are the body of Christ.
          The early church found in Acts is a powerful example of the temple of the 
Spirit. After Pentecost, the disciples come out of hiding and boldly proclaim the 
Gospel, performing “signs and wonders” for all to see. The church holds all 
things in common and no one is needy or neglected—a compelling witness to 
the Spirit of Christ. Practicing resurrection means being a community of 
disciples.
          As we move forward together at Grace Church, my hope and prayer are 
that we continue to “practice resurrection” as a lively and passionate witness to 
the good news to God’s world.

Grace and peace,

MAY
SUNDAY WORSHIP

• May 3 - Philippians 1:1-18a
• May 10 - Philippians 2:1-13
• May 17 - Philippians 3:4-14
• May 24 - Pentecost Sunday
• May 31 - Trinity Sunday
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INREACH INFO
     You may have noticed the 
small trees with the white 
blossoms in the courtyard 
between the sanctuary and the 
Fireside room. 
     These are Cornus Eddie's 
White Wonder dogwoods. These dogwoods are 
hybrids, a cross between  C. florida and C. nuttallii 
originated by Nurseryman Henry Eddie in 

Vancouver Canada in the 1950's. They like to live with their trunks in 
the shade and their heads in the sun, and besides the lovely huge 
spring blossoms, they have good fall color.  These were planted 
about 20 years ago, and tend to bloom right around Easter time. 
Enjoy! - Bethallyn Black

Hannah Circle Meeting
Tuesday, May 12 

10:00 a.m. in the Library

Join us for the May 12 gathering of Hannah Circle, 
10:00 a.m. in the Library.  Come help us make a few 
decisions regarding Fall!

     We conclude this year’s Bible Study with a favorite 
passage, Luke 24:13-35, the road to Emmaus.  This 
account reassures us that “Jesus did not abandon his 
followers; we are not alone, for the Spirit of God is 
with us.” (Study Guide, p. 91.  We’ll look at how we find 
our identity in Christ when the challenges of life have 
caused us to lose it.  (p. 93), at how 
we can strengthen our faith in the 
working of the Spirit of Christ in our 
lives.

     So join us for light refreshments, 
fellowship, and Bible Study!

Membership Exploration 
Class

Sunday, May 17, 2026
11:30 am in the Church Library

Pentecost Sunday
is May 24



    On Sunday, April 26, Grace Cooperative 
Preschool celebrated Earth Day with 
their Art Show & Bake Sale. 
     We enjoyed the preschoolers singing 
songs during Sunday worship 
accompanied by Lavenia Black on the 
piano. Thank you to Joy Martin, Director.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 2026
As of April 21, 2026, we have received donations 

of $4,100.
     Thank you to those of you who have given to this 
year’s campaign.  If we all do a little, it adds up to a 
lot! 

  Thank you, Community Outreach Committee
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Cumulative Expenses are on budget at 25% 
thru March. Because of the pledge shorHall 
of $30,000 and the overall budgeted 
shortfall of $38,000, the 2026 loss is 
expected to be in the range of $50,000 to 
$60,000. Careful management of expenses 
over the remainder of the year can help 
minimize this loss.

Memorial Day 
        Picnic 

May 25

     Oak Room

Image by 1eightynet from Pixabay

Please join us on Memorial Day, 
Monday, May 25, to honor those who 

sacrificed their lives for our country.

Free picnic: 12:00 noon
Program: 1:00 pm

Feel free to bring a family member or a 
friend. Please include them in your 

headcount on the sign up sheet in the 
Narthex (or call the office) so that we can 

accommodate all guests comfortably.

   On Easter Sunday, we celebrated our last 
worship service with our beloved Jumi Kim, 
music director. Roz Cannelora was the liturgist. 
Pastor Mark preached a sermon “What’s In a 
Name?” The wooden cross was adorned with 
beautiful flowers by our members and visitors.



In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM. 
Join friends for Fellowship time after church.

Livestream Worship on www.GraceWC.org — Every Sunday at 10:00 am. 
Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.GraceWC.org

Church Membership: Please speak to Rev. Burnham for information. 

Meetings and Gatherings
MAY 2026

Sun. May 3 - Communion Sunday | Session Meeting

Wed. May 6, 13, 20, 27 - Bible Study with Pastor Mark at 10:00 am Library or via Zoom

Sun. May 12 - Hannah Circle Meeting 10:00 to 11:30 am Library

Sun. May 17 - Membership Exploration 11:30 am in the Library

Sun. May 24  - Pentecost Sunday 10:00 am Sanctuary

Mon. May 25 - Memorial Day Picnic 12:00 pm - Oak Room (Sign up in the Narthex)

Grace Presbyterian Church
2100 Tice Valley Boulevard
Walnut Creek, CA 94595
______________________________________
Sunday Worship at 10 AM
May 2026

WELCOME STATEMENT

We welcome and celebrate all 
who join with us

—the young and the old, 
the rich and the poor, the gay and 
the straight, the strong and the 
weak, the meek and the brave
—and though we are 
different one from 
another, we are united 
in loving and praising God 
and in loving each other.

Prayer Chain 
If you have concerns 
that would benefit from 
the power of prayer, 
please contact Faye 
Hutchings or the church 
office 925-935-2100 or 
Info@GraceWC.org.


