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Dear Grace Church Family,
     The beginning of April this year marks the conclusion of the season 
of Lent, the forty days of self-examination and spiritual discipline that 
helps prepare us for the good news of the resurrection of Christ. It also 
means that Holy Week is upon us.
     On the second page of this newsletter is the worship schedule for 
Holy Week, so I hope you will plan to join us on Maundy Thursday and 
Easter Sunday. The darkness of Holy Week points us toward the heart of 
our Christian faith—God does indeed always win!
     Our Easter Sunday celebration this year is also tinged with sadness 
as we bid farewell to our Music Director, Jumi Kim. We are eternally 
grateful to Jumi for her magnificent leadership of the Chancel Choir 
and the music ministry of Grace over the past four years. A note of 
thanks to everyone who took part in our send-off for Jumi after worship 
on March 29. Please keep Jumi and her husband, Steve, in your prayers 
as they transition into a new chapter of life.
     I also want to give an update on the upcoming pastoral transition. In 
February, I announced that I will be retiring as your pastor as of 
September 15. The Session has taken action by beginning to form a 
Transition Team to assist in the coming months.
     The primary goal of the Team is to “ensure a healthy, hopeful, and 
orderly transition that honors the pastor’s legacy, supports the 
congregation emotionally and spiritually, and prepares the 
congregation for interim leadership and the eventual call of a new 
pastor.” Its key responsibilities include the following:

1. Facilitate clear communication.
2. Plan farewell events that celebrate the retiring pastor’s ministry.
3. Coordinate logistical and administrative handoffs.
4. Provide pastoral care to the congregation during the transition.
5. Work with the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry (COM) for 

interim pastoral coverage.

     If you have any interest in being part of the Transition Team, please 
contact me or the church office for more information or to discuss. I will 
conclude with a prayer for Easter by Leith Fisher:

Easter glory fills the heaven,
Easter light pervades the earth,
now the Son, his triumph given,
brings his promise of new birth.
By his awesome act of giving,
sin and death are put to flight,
hope and life invade our living,

new created by his light.

Grace and peace,

APRIL
SUNDAY WORSHIP

• April 5 (Easter) – John 20:1-18

• April 12 (Easter 2) – John 20:19-31

• April 19 (Easter 3) – John 21:1-24

• April 26 (Easter 4) – Acts 9:1-19a

Amazing
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     Having established that our identity 
in Christ is as God's beloved daughters and sons, we 
move to what that means for how we live, how we 
"follow Jesus."  We turn first to the gospel accounts of 
Jesus' baptism (Luke 3:1-22;  Matthew 3:1-17; Mark 1:1-
11; and John 1:19-34).  We see how our baptism 
anchors us in belonging to God, as we remember who 
and whose we are and respond to the charge to 
participate in Christ's ministry of love, peace, and 
justice. (Study booklet, pp. 83f.)  

     Do join us, please, as we explore together what this 
can mean.

Treasurer’s Report – April 2026
Good reporting and accounting is part 

of faithful Stewardship

For a small church, Grace is blessed with 
members who volunteer their time for a 
variety of important tasks.  As it relates to 
counting and recording our donor gifts 
and offerings:

• Sally Day, Ann Bergera and Hilde Olds 
have served as Counters for several 
years. To mitigate risk, it is important 
that two (or more) unrelated people be 
involved in situations where cash or 
checks are involved.  Sunday offerings 
and mailed in receipts are counted and 
recorded each Sunday after the church 
service.  The Count Sheet is provided to 
the Financial Secretary. 

• Faye Hutchings has served as Grace’s 
Financial Secretary since 2021.  She is 
the person who reviews the Count 
sheets, deposits checks and cash in the 
bank, and keeps the records of all donor 
gifts and offerings for the purpose of 
issuing quarterly and year-end 
statements in a timely fashion. 

We will soon be welcoming three new 
Counters (Bill Keeley, Gail Peterson and 
Roz Cannelora) which will help ensure two 
independent counters work each Sunday 
without imposing too much work on any 
individual.  I am grateful for Faye, Sally, 
Ann, Hilde, Bill, Gail and Roz!

- Linda Neyer, Treasurer

Music Director Transition/Search
 A note of thanks to all who participated in the send-off 

reception for our Music Director, Jumi Kim after worship on 
Sunday, March 29. The UpReach Committee and Personnel 
Committee are hard at work searching for a new Music 
Director.

      Jumi has prepared the Chancel Choir to sing through mid-
May, when they take their usual break for the summer. We 
hope to have a new Music Director in place over the summer 
so they can prepare for the fall season.

      Here’s the Position Overview: “The Music Director will 
provide vision and leadership for the music ministry, 
specifically directing the choir and coordinating the overall 
musical flow of worship. This position works alongside a staff 
accompanist (organist/pianist); personal proficiency in 
playing organ or piano is not required for this role.”

     If you know of someone who might be interested, please 
contact the church or speak to Rev. Mark Burnham. 



The season of 
Lent started on 
Ash Wednesday, 
Feb. 18.  Our 
Grace Ash 
Wednesday 
worship service 
started at 4 pm.

Rev. Mark 
Burnham 
administered  
ashes.

The season of Lent 
is a time of prayer, 
fasting and self-
examination in 
preparation for 
the celebration of 
the resurrection of 
the Lord at Easter. 
It is a period of 40 
days — like the 
flood of Genesis, 
Moses’ sojourn at 
Mount Sinai, 
Elijah’s journey to 
Mount Horeb, 
Jonah’s call to 
Ninevah to repent 
and Jesus’ time of 
testing in the 
wilderness. (The 
Sundays in Lent 
are not counted in 
this reckoning of 
the time between 
Ash Wednesday 
and Easter, as 
every Lord’s Day is 
a celebration of 
the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.)
—Source: PC(USA)

ONE GREAT 
HOUR OF 
SHARING 2026

 What does the 
Lord require of you? 
This is the challenging 
question we are 
presented with by the 
Presbyterian (USA) 
One Great Hour of 
Sharing campaign this 
year. 
     Work by OGHS Presbyterian programs stretch our 
imaginations to include Hunger Relief Programs in 
Haiti and Vocational Programs in Sudan, reclaiming 
land for the Maskoke community in Alabama, 
recovery of stolen wages for fisherfolk in Chile and 
India, impowering women in Panama with ways to 
earn money and providing clean and reliable water 
supplies, worked with groups in South Dakota and 
Ohio to uplift indigenous people who are 
economically and socially struggling, as well as 
answering Disaster needs So, again you are asked: 
What does the Lord require of you? And we have an 
answer The prophet Micah, 6:8, told us many 
centuries ago, “…to do justice and to love kindness 
and to walk humbly with your God.
Your financial support of OGHS is Grace’s answer to 
this national appeal.

         Thank you to those of you who have given to this 
year’s campaign. 

     If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot!

Thank you, Community Outreach Committee

INREACH INFO
1. Now is the season for critters 

(ground squirrels? voles? mice?) who 
dig around our planting.  Debora and 
Joy keep an eye out and we call our 
Pest control company to control the 
issue.

2. New can lights have been 
installed in the lower ceiling of the Oak Room creating a 
brighter space.

3.  The Irrigation system was turned on this week. When 
you are on campus - please let us know if you see overly wet 
or dry areas in the dirt or planting.  An irrigation system needs 
checking and repairs every year.

–Your InReach Committee 
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Jumi Kim

Betsy & Mark Werner,
Jumi Kim,

Rev. Mark Burnham



In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM. 
Join friends for Fellowship time after church.

Livestream Worship on www.GraceWC.org — Every Sunday at 10:00 am. 
Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.GraceWC.org

Church Membership: Please speak to Rev. Burnham for information. 

Meetings and Gatherings
APRIL 2026

Wed. Apr. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 - Bible Study with Pastor Mark at 10:00 am Library or via Zoom

Thurs. Apr, 2 - Maundy Thursday Service at 4:00 pm Sanctuary

Sun. Apr. 5 -  Easter Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 am

Tues. Apr. 7 - Deacons’ Meeting 

Sun. Apr. 12 - Communion Sunday | Session Meeting

Tues. Apr. 14 - Hannah Circle Meeting 10:00 to 11:30 am Library

Sun. Apr. 19 - Grace Concert 3:00 pm Sanctuary (Free Concert)

Grace Presbyterian Church
2100 Tice Valley Boulevard
Walnut Creek, CA 94595
______________________________________
Sunday Worship at 10 AM
APRIL 2026

WELCOME STATEMENT

We welcome and celebrate all 
who join with us

—the young and the old, 
the rich and the poor, the gay and 
the straight, the strong and the 
weak, the meek and the brave
—and though we are 
different one from 
another, we are united 
in loving and praising God 
and in loving each other.

Prayer Chain 
If you have concerns 
that would benefit from 
the power of prayer, 
please contact Faye 
Hutchings or the church 
office 925-935-2100 or 
Info@GraceWC.org.


