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Dear Grace Church Family,

 Many of you have already heard the news that I shared last 
month about my upcoming retirement but just in case you missed 
it, I have included the full letter here:

     This month of March brings us to the season of Lent—the 40 
days set aside to prepare for the celebration of Christ’s Resurrection 
on Easter Sunday (April 5 this year). During the month we will 
reading from the Gospel of John (see the March worship box on this 
page) and I would encourage you to take time John’s version of 
Jesus passion and resurrection.
     This month we will also be saying goodbye to our wonderful 
Music Director, Jumi Kim, whose last Sunday with us is on Easter. 
We will have special celebration for Jumi and Steve after worship 
on Sunday, March 29. Look for more details soon.

Grace and peace,

March
SUNDAY WORSHIP

• March 1 - John 12:1-11
• March 8 - John 13:1-17
• March 15 - John 14:1-14
• March 22 - John 15:1-17
• March 29 - John 18:33 - 19:16a

Amazing
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Hannah Circle Meeting
   Tues. March 10 at 10 am in the Library

Who are you?
I am a child of God.

What does it mean to be a child of God?
. . . that I belong to God who loves me.

Hannah Circle gathers in the Library second 
Tuesdays; Following snacks and a brief check-in, the 
Christ Candle will be lit.  The group will discuss Lesson 
7, “The Woman Bent Over” based upon Luke 13:10-17 
as we explore finding our identity in Jesus Christ.   
Read pp. 77ff. We, too, can light up brilliantly! 

 Do join us.

LEGACY GIVING
Loving God, all that we have, all that we are, all that we 

might become, is a gift from you.  
Elizabeth (Betty) Adams was a member of Grace Church 

since 2015.  She was a dedicated and gifted Needler who 
made scarves for soldiers and first responders as part of 
Operation Gratitude, as well as beautiful baby clothes for 
the Crisis Nursery.  Betty left an undesignated legacy gift to 
the church in the amount of $40,249.

Mary Munsell was a member of Grace Church since 
2016.  Mary participated in Presbyterian Women and served 
as a Deacon.  She was also a long-time church office 
volunteer and had the most beautiful smile and greeting for 
everyone.  Mary left an undesignated legacy gift to the 
church in the amount of $10,000.

Betty and Mary are missed at Grace, and we will always 
remember their generosity of time, talent and treasures.  

We celebrated Legacy Sunday on February 22, with 
Sharon Lyon’s M4M.  Leaving a legacy passes the baton of 
our values, our vision, and our life’s work.  We raise up the 
generations that follow in our footsteps by leaving the 
resources needed for them to effectively continue the work 
we start.

The Presbyterian Foundation provides two helpful 
workbooks which can be found at the back of the 
Sanctuary:  Composing a Legacy and Estate Planning.  If 
you have any questions about Legacy Giving, please check 
out the Grace Church website gracewc.org and click on 
“Leave a Legacy” or contact our Financial Secretary, Faye 
Hutchings, for more information.

2026 Installation of Elders & Deacons
On February 8, 2026, Pastor 

Mark and the congregation 
installed and welcomed new and 
returning elders and deacons.  

Pictured from Left to Right:  Pastor 
Mark Burnham, Steve McLaughlin 
(elder), Bethallyn Black (elder), Barara 
Odell (deacon), Gail Peterson (deacon), 
Sonja Luscher (deacon), Sheryl Ruzek-
Griesemer (elder), Sara Allen (deacon), 
Roz Cannelora (deacon), and Anita Donnell (deacon).

In Loving Memory

Robert (Bob) Stark

June 2, 1943 - 
February 14, 2026
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“Rekindling Neighborliness”
      Starting this month, we are beginning a series of six 
monthly gatherings exploring the nature of neighborliness 
and how to both rekindle and foster it. Each session 
includes short readings and discussion on topics like 
kindness, respect, and civility.
      The meetings are on the first Thursdays of the month 
(March 5, April 2, May 7, June 4, Aug 6, and Sept 3) from 
9:30-11:45 am in the Fireside Room. 

ONE GREAT 
HOUR OF 
SHARING 2026

     What does the 
Lord require of you? 
This is the 
challenging question 
we are presented 
with by the 
Presbyterian (USA) 
One Great Hour of 
Sharing campaign this year. The national church asks 
us to support three collections for special purposes 
each year, but OGHS is the furthest reaching of the 
three and helps us to answer the question put before 
us – what does the Lord require of you?
     Work by OGHS Presbyterian programs stretch our 
imaginations to include Hunger Relief Programs in 
Haiti and Vocational Programs in Sudan, reclaiming 
land for the Maskoke community in Alabama, 
recovery of stolen wages for fisherfolk in Chile and 
India, impowering women in Panama with ways to 
earn money and providing clean and reliable water 
supplies, worked with groups in South Dakota and 
Ohio to uplift indigenous people who are 
economically and socially struggling, as well as 
answering Disaster needs So, again you are asked: 
What does the Lord require of you? And we have an 
answer The prophet Micah, 6:8, told us many 
centuries ago, “…to do justice and to love kindness and 
to walk humbly with your God.
     Your financial support of OGHS is Grace’s answer to 
this national appeal.
     If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot!

Thank you, Community Outreach Committee

   INREACH INFO
The year starts with the committee 

looking at projects that need to be done on 
campus. There are urgent projects and 
projects we plan to address in the future.

If you see something that needs fixing 
or you have a question about – say 
something!

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS are up to date. Please note signs on 
exterior doors which show where Fire Extinguishers are and check 
out where they are inside the spaces you frequent.

EMERGENCY EXIT PLANS are posted in all rooms on campus 
that are used on a regular basis.

AED DEFIBRILLATORS : 1 in the Narthex and 1 in the Oak Room. 
They are easy to use and can save a life while waiting for an 
ambulance to arrive.

Grief Group
 A new session of the 
Grief Support Group begins 
on Wednesday, March 18 
from 2:00-3:30 pm in the 
Fireside Room. The group will 
meet weekly for ten sessions. The primary 
resource for the Group will be the book 
“Understanding Your Grief: Ten Essential 
Touchstones for Finding Hope and Healing 
Your Heart” by Dr. Alan D Wolfelt. You can 
find more information on the book and the 
author at <www.centerforloss.com>.
 Church members as well as friends and 
family are welcome to attend. 



In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM. 
Join friends for Fellowship time after church.

Livestream Worship on www.GraceWC.org — Every Sunday at 10:00 am. 
Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.GraceWC.org

Church Membership: Please speak to Rev. Burnham for information. 

Meetings and Gatherings
MARCH 2026

Sun.,  Mar. 1  - Communion Sunday at 10:00 am 
      Session Meeting 11:30 am in the Library or via Zoom

Wed., Mar. 4, 11, 18, 25 - Bible Study with Pastor Mark at 10:00 am in the Library or via Zoom

Sun., Mar. 8 - Daylight Savings Begins at 2:00 am

Tues., Mar. 10 - Hannah Circle Meeting 10:00 to 11:30 am Library

Wed., Mar. 18, 25 - Grief Group Meeting  2:00 to 3:30 pm Fireside Room

Sun,. Mar. 22 - Grace Concert 3:00 pm Sanctuary (Free Concert)

Sun., Mar 29 - Palm Sunday Worship Service 10:00 am in the Sanctuary

Grace Presbyterian Church
2100 Tice Valley Boulevard
Walnut Creek, CA 94595
______________________________________
Sunday Worship at 10 AM
MARCH 2026

WELCOME STATEMENT

We welcome and celebrate all 
who join with us

—the young and the old, 
the rich and the poor, the gay and 
the straight, the strong and the 
weak, the meek and the brave
—and though we are 
different one from 
another, we are united 
in loving and praising God 
and in loving each other.

Prayer Chain 
If you have concerns 
that would benefit from 
the power of prayer, 
please contact Faye 
Hutchings or the church 
office 925-935-2100 or 
Info@GraceWC.org.


