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Dear Grace Church Family,

As we welcome in the year 2026, | want to express my thanks for the
devotion, support, and generosity of the members and friends of Grace Church.
The beginning of the New Year is marked by reflections on the past twelve
months and resolutions to do better in the coming year. For many of us, the
coming of a new year is like turning a new page in life.

On the fourth Sunday of Advent, our scripture readings came the first 18
verses of John's gospel. He describes a new beginning, but one much more
profound than the start of a New Year. Here is the awe and wonder of the
beginning of a new eon in the history of the world—the event of God coming to
us in human form.

In verse 14, John proclaims this stunning news, “The Word became flesh
and lived among us.” | love the way Eugene Peterson translated this verse in
The Message: “The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the
neighborhood.”

In the original Greek, the phrase literally means “to pitch a tent.” So,
John is telling us that the Word—the One who existed before the creation and
from whom all life comes—has pitched a tent in our midst and moved into the
neighborhood.

Think for a moment what this means: God knows first-hand the pains of
hunger, the grief of losing a loved one, the ache of a lost friendship, and all the
other human feelings and experiences that we know. By choosing to dwell
among us, the God who created the universe is declaring God’s deep and
abiding love for us. The birth of Jesus at is the beginning of a whole new way of
understanding the world, each other, and ourselves.

So | want to encourage us—as individuals and as Grace Church—to
move out and carry God's gift into the often difficult, challenging, frustrating,
yet wonderful world for whom the gift has been given. You see, God'’s
incarnation is also a call to action—to go out into our own neighborhoods and
local communities and personify the good news of the gospel. We in the
Church are the delivery system for the work of finding and healing, rebuilding
and peacemaking.

As we start the year 2026, please receive the prayer below from Howard
Thurman (1899-1981), an African-American theologian, educator, and civil rights
leader:
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When the song of the angels is stilled,

When the star in the sky is gone,

When the kings and the princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flocks,

The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost, To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry, To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,

To bring peace among brothers,

To make music in the heart.

January
SUNDAY WORSHIP

e January 4 -John 1:35-51
e« January 11 -3John 2:1-1

e« January 18 - John 2:13-25
January 25 -John 3:1-21

New year blessings,




Tim Blaney 1/5
Jim Griesemer 1/5
Lorna Barber 1/6
Patricia Smayda 1/6
Betty Bell 1/7
Karen Hastings-Flegel 1/10
Linda Cribbs 112
Robert Flegel 1/20
Carol Parker 1/26
Betsy Werner 1/30
Rex Beach 1/31

Preschool Holiday Events

Grace Cooperative Preschool
Director, Joy Martin, celebrated
Christmas with the students,
parents, and Santa (aka Grace
member Bill Keeley) on December
18, 2025. Santa had a sack of
goodies to share with the children.

Thank you to those who purchased
pies to support the Preschool Fundraiser. We had several
delicious pies ordered for the Thanksgiving and

HANNAH CIRCLE
Tuesday, January 13, 2026
10:00 - 11:30 a.m. in the
Library

Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus
Christ

Please join us Tuesday, Jan. 13 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. in
the Library. If you need a study guide, check with Faye
Hutchings or Debora Chew in the office.

Hope Solutions Reports Success
There are successes to report for
Contra Costa County; 4,000 homeless

moved into permanent housing
leading to part of the 26% decrease in
homelessness in the county.

In 2025, Hope Solutions has increased their
services including Hope Villate in Walnut Creek
(our neighbors), approval of Village of Hope in
Pittsburg (a cottage community for young people),
El Portal Place (an office space made into a living
space for 54 people with disabilities), 1,100 people
moved from temporary to permanent housing, 622
landlord negotiations, rental vouchers for those
leaving foster care. A notable list of
accomplishments which won the KPIX Icon Award.

Hope Solutions continues to advocate at local
and national level for improving people’s lives.
They are positive they can reach their goal of
solving homelessness.
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In addition to the ongoing campus maintenance
expenses which are built into our annual operating
budget, Grace has been able to complete significant
campus improvement projects thanks to Legacy gifts,
Endowed Funds and Facilities Campaign donations.
Those projects have totaled $408,000 over the past 5
years and just over $105,000 in 2025.

Projects include Oak Room/Sanctuary dry rot repairs,
Oak Room roof/gutters/downspouts, Fireside roof and
carpet, electrical panel replacement, Narthex door
replacement and repairs, drip irrigation and landscaping,
memorial garden improvements, LiveStream equipment,
Sanctuary improvements and Yamaha piano, parking lot
restriping and Oak Room oven/range.

We are grateful for past Legacy Gift donations from
Guntz Family, MJ Palley, Geraldine Rentz, Brewen Family,
Marjorie Bradley, Carl Family, Williams Family, Fisher
Family, Carol Bergensen, Lozes Family, and Dulcie Blume.
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The Presbyterian Women Honorary Financial Update
Life Membership (HLM) program was Special Offerings:
established in the Presbyterian
Church to honor faithful service to
the women's organization and to the
church. We are thrilled to honor Pledge Update: A big thank

Sally Day as our 2025 Presbyterian youtoall of you who have
, . provided 2026 pledges
Woman of Fhe Year. We f:elebrated Sally's with a which now total $193,608 or
silver PW Life Membership

77% of our $250,000 goal. We
pin and a certificate. Sally is are truly blessed by your

commitment to the Grace
Community! For those who
have not yet pledged, please
prayerfully consider “Growing
in Faith & Service - Giving Our
Time, Talent & Treasure” to
help meet the $250,000 goal.

The Giving Tree = $692
Christmas Joy = $1,822

deacon moderator over
several terms. Sheisa
wonderful volunteer who
helps in so many ways. We
are honored to have her
leadership here at Grace

Presbyterian Church!

Our Grace Christmas Concert on Sunday, December 14, 2025
Congratulations Sally!

was directed by our wonderful music director, Jumi Kim, and
featured our Grace Chancel Choir and other special
performers. It was a truly wonderful and joyous Christmas
concert. We thank all who performed, attended, and
celebrated with us.

We had a very successful Packing Day for the “Food For Thought”
Winter Break food project, which provides for many of the most food
insecure children in the Richmond elementary schools. Grace provided
the supply of tuna needed for this project. Volunteers helped with
support tasks, packing, and delivery to the schools. Volunteers
included Sally Day, Mary Lou Thompson, Gary & Carol Parkhurst, John
& Barbara Bean, Bill Keeley, Sara Allen, Don Lyons, Marlene Hall, Charie
Reid, Linda Neyer, Bill Patten, Lori Camenson, Ava, and Gail Peterson.
Thanks to all.
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WELCOME STATEMENT

We welcome and celebrate all
who join with us

—the young and the old,

the rich and the poor, the gay and
the straight, the strong and the
weak, the meek and the brave
—and though we are

different one from

another, we are united

in loving and praising God

and in loving each other.

Prayer Chain

If you have concerns that

would benefit from the

power of prayer, please

contact Faye Hutchings or the church
office 925-935-2100 or
Info@GraceWC.org.

In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM.
Join friends for Fellowship time after church.

Livestream Worship on www.GraceWC.org — Every Sunday at 10:00 am.
Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.GraceWC.org

Church Membership: Please speak to Rev. Burnham for information.
Meetings and Gatherings
JANUARY 2026

Sun, Jan. 4 - Communion Sunday at 10:00 am

Wed. Jan. 7, 14, 21, 28 - Bible Study with Pastor Mark at 10:00 am in the Library
or via Zoom

Sun. Jan. 11 - Session Meeting at 11:30 am in the Library or via Zoom.

Tues, Jan. 13 - Hannah Circle Meeting 10:00 to 11:30 am Library

Sun, Jan. 18 - Grace Concert 3:00 pm Sanctuary (Free Concert)

Sun, Jan. 25 - Church Annual Meeting 11:30 am Sanctuary




