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Dear Grace Church Family,

As we move quickly in the year 2026, | want to share some
important news. Last month our Music Director, Jumi Kim, announced
that she has made the difficult decision to step down from her role as
Music Director of Grace Church after Easter Sunday, April 5. In her
resignation letter, Jumi noted her father’s declining health and her my
desire to be closer to her family in Korea.

Please join me in giving thanks for Jumi’s four years with us and
for her amazing ministry with the choir, music program, and monthly
concerts. While we are very sad to see her go, please pray for her and
Steve in this time of major change and transition. A date and time for an
event celebrating Jumi will be announced soon.

| also want to share news of an upcoming monthly discussion series
titled “Rekindling Neighborliness.” Starting in early March, we will offer a series
of six monthly gatherings where we will explore the nature of neighborliness
and how to both rekindle and foster it. | want to thank members Jim and Sheryl
Griesemer for spearheading this important project.

So, what is Neighborliness? Here's an overview of what prompted the
initial plans: The isolation brought on by the pandemic, polarization in public
and political spheres, and the rise of social media is reshaping our ways of
connecting and communicating. Many of us now feel uncertainties as we
navigate social ties even in our immediate circles and with our neighbors. To
do this, we will explore key themes using touchstones developed by the Center
for Courage and Renewal.

Parker J. Palmer, the founder of the Center writes: “Anytime we can
listen to true self and give it the care it requires, we do it not only for ourselves,
but for the many others whose lives we touch.” The themes to be explored are:
1) Reclaim Conversation, 2) Practice Kindness, 3) Extend Respect and Practice
Civility, 4) Extend Grace, 4) Give of Your Presence, and 6) Seek What You Have
in Common. Look for more information about the series and how to participate
in upcoming worship bulletins and announcements.

Finally, please note that we will begin the season of Lent on February 15
at 4:00 pm with our Ash Wednesday Service. Lent is a time of preparation, a 40-
day journey of readying our hearts for a deeper and truer experience of Christ’s
passion and resurrection. The primary purpose of Lent is to help us know God
more profoundly as we prepare to celebrate the good news of the resurrection
of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday.

Lenten practices vary widely among Christians. Historically, the season
of Lent has been a time of fasting, a time for giving up something enjoyable in
order to focus more fully on God. Recently, some Christians have stressed
taking on a seasonal spiritual discipline during Lent rather than giving up
something.

No matter what you do (or don’t do) during the six weeks before Easter,
the point is to respond with greater intentionality and focus to the invitation
found Hebrews 4:16: “Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with
boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”
Lent should be a season to grow, not in legalism, but in grace.

Grace and peace,
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- February 1-John 4:5-42

- February 8 - John 7:52-8:11
- February 15 - John 9:1-41

- February 22 - John 11:1-44
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Mark Werner 2/24
Linda Neyer 2/25
Florence Stone 2/28

HANNAH CIRCLE
Tuesday, February 10, 2026
10:00 - 11:30 a.m. in the Library

Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our
Identity in Jesus Christ

“I will say it again, Rejoice.”

Hannah Circle gathers in the
Library Tuesday, February 10,
2026 for Bible Study, fellowship
and light refreshments. We turn
to Lesson 6, the third one focused
on finding our joy in Christ (pp. 61-66). The
author helps us with the thorny question of how
we find joy when there is so much suffering in
the world, sometimes in our own lives.

Philippians 4:4-8 is the primary passage, a
favorite of many.

Is “be joyful” the same as “rejoice”? Come and
share your experience. You may find just the
Scripture, or other counsel, to strengthen your
faith in our troubled times.

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

Church Membership

Are you curious about what it means
to be Presbyterian and a member of
Grace Church? Let Pastor Mark know if
you would like more information. Grace
welcomes all and we hope you are
interested in becoming an official
member of the church.

Grace Chancel Choir
Spring Concert Invitation

Lenten Vespers

Would you like to sing with us?
Rehearsals

e Thursdays from February 12
through March 5 @ 7:00 pm

e Mondays, March 9 & 16 @ 7:00 pm

March 22
@ 3:00 PM
If you are interested in singing with

us, please see Jumi Kim, Music Director or a member of
the choir.

TREASURER'’S REPORT - January 2026

Project Spend
for Campus Improvements

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

120,000
100,000
80,000
60,000
40,000

20,000

In addition to the ongoing campus maintenance
expenses which are built into our annual operating
budget, Grace has been able to complete significant
campus improvement projects thanks to Legacy
gifts, Endowed Funds and Facilities Campaign
donations. Those projects have totaled $408,000 over
the past 5 years and just over $105,000 in 2025.

Projects include Oak Room/Sanctuary dry rot
repairs, Oak Room roof/gutters/downspouts, Fireside
roof and carpet, electrical panel replacement,
Narthex door replacement and repairs, drip irrigation
and landscaping, memorial garden improvements,
Livestream equipment, Sanctuary improvements and
Yamaha piano, parking lot restriping and Oak Room
oven/range.

We are grateful for past Legacy Gift donations
from Guntz Family, MJ Palley, Geraldine Rentz,
Brewen Family, Marjorie Bradley, Carl Family,
Williams Family, Fisher Family, Carol Bergensen,
Lozes Family, and Dulcie Blume.




GRACE NEWS 3

A Message from Sally Day, our new
Presbyterian Women Honorary Life
Membership Award Recipient

“My heartfelt thanks to everyone for their kind
words to me following my receiving the
Presbyterian Women award in December. | promise
| will do my best to live up to the ideals of the
award.”

Violin Duo Kecital

Featuring music of

Vivaldi Concert for Two Violins & Piano

Moszkowski Suite for Two Violins & Piano

Bartok 44 Duos for Two Violins
Ridout Ferdinand the Bull

Stewardship Campaign Update
“Growing in Faith & Service”

Kathryn Hoffer, violin Lauren West, violin
Thank you to all who have submitted a pledge for 2026!
We have received 63 pledges totaling $220,037 which is

a wonderful response to-date from our generous Grace

community. We hope others prayerfully consider and

submit their pledges to help us achieve our goal of

$250,000 in the proposed budget for 2026. Daniel Lockert, piano
Pledging enables the Session to plan for the year and
finalize a budget - making those difficult decisions about N
staffing, programs, and missions. w"i-’; 5 ( (Sun) Feb 22
If you haven't pledged, it isn't too late to mail your ‘-i"f:' ra Ce 300 PM
pledge card or to use the online pledge form link on the 4 PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH =

Ways to Donate page of the church website. This takes
you to a secure webpage connected to our church
database. If you have any questions, please call or email
Faye Hutchinson, the Financial Secretary.

Grace is grateful for all of your gifts — your time, your
talents, your generosity.

---The Stewardship Team
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WELCOME STATEMENT

We welcome and celebrate all
who join with us

—the young and the old,

the rich and the poor, the gay and
the straight, the strong and the
weak, the meek and the brave
—and though we are

different one from

another, we are united

in loving and praising God

and in loving each other.

Prayer Chain RSy

If you have concerns that -,
would benefit from the \ /
power of prayer, please

contact Faye Hutchings or the church
office 925-935-2100 or
Info@GraceWcC.org.

In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM.
Join friends for Fellowship time after church.

Livestream Worship on www.GraceWC.org — Every Sunday at 10:00 am.
Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.GraceWC.org

Church Membership: Please speak to Rev. Burnham for information.
Meetings and Gatherings
FEBRUARY 2026

Sun, Feb.1 - Communion Sunday at 10:00 am
Session Meeting 11:30 am in the Library or via Zoom.

Tues. Feb. 3 - Deacons’ Meeting 10:30 am to 12:00 pm in the Library

Wed, Feb. 4, 11, 18, 25 - Bible Study with Pastor Mark at 10:00 am in the Library or via Zoom

Tues, Feb. 10 - Hannah Circle Meeting 10:00 to 11:30 am Library

Wed. Feb. 18 - ASH Wednesday Service at 4:00 pm

Sun, Feb. 22 - Grace Concert 3:00 pm Sanctuary (Free Concert)




