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As the calendar turns to December, we are now in the season of
Advent. Advent is a time of waiting—a period of watchful preparation—when
we both celebrate Christ’'s coming into the world and watch with expectant
hope for his coming again. The season originally began as a period of fasting,
similar to Lent. Although the practice of abstaining has been relaxed, Advent
retains the spirit of atonement and contrition.

One of the most popular traditions is the Advent wreath, which
started in Germany as a Lutheran family custom and was originally used
primarily in the home. They didn't become popular in churches until the
middle of the 20th century. Now they are nearly universal.

Historically, the candles had no more meaning than a countdown (i.e.,
they originally stood for 4, 3, 2, and 1). However, the candles gradually
acquired the meanings. If someone tells you that the candles have some
other meaning than Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love, they aren’t wrong, they are
just different. The meanings are so new that they are not completely
standardized.

In some locations, the third candle is pink, in others the fourth candle
is pink; in still others, all four candles are purple (or dark blue). But what about
the pink candle, if there is one? Well, it has a strange origin. Long ago, the
Pope had the custom of giving someone a rose on the fourth Sunday in Lent.
This led the Roman Catholic clergy to wear rose-colored vestments on that
Sunday (called Gaudete Sunday). The effect was to give some relief the
somberness of Lent, so this was a very popular custom.

Originally, Advent was a solemn fast in preparation for Christmas, so
the custom was extended to the third Sunday in Advent to liven it up a little
bit. Somewhere in there ,the third candle of the Advent wreath turned pink.
So you can think of it this way: Presbyterians now put a pink candle in a
Lutheran Advent wreath because the Pope used to have the custom of giving
out roses during Lent! Strange as it is, I'm inspired by the wonderful ways we
are enriched by other traditions.

Also, please take notice of the new standing Advent Candle Holder in
the sanctuary. The InReach Committee purchased it earlier this year to
replace one that was showing its age and to better coordinate with the other
sanctuary furniture. The blue candles and parament represent hope and
expectation, like the color of the predawn sky, May we be encouraged to keep
watch for the promised light of Christ, changing night into day, and darkness
into light.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP

Dec 7: (2" Advent): Ezekiel 37:1-14
Dec 14: (39 Advent): Isaiah 55:1-13
Dec 21: (4™ Advent): John 1:1-18

Dec 28: (1st Christmas): Carol/
Hymn Sing

Grace and peace,

Mok




Christmas Eve Worship 4 pm, Wednesday, Dec. 24

Join us for a Christmas Worship Celebration with special music,
candle lighting, and Christmas carols. Bring family, friends and
neighbors, all are welcome here.

Elsie Nungesser 12/01 Casting our Nets for Volunteers!
Br r 12 It's once again time to start working with our Interfaith
Gan_/ asse /03 partners at Food for Thought on the Winter Break food project
Daniel Rogers 12/06 for many of the most food insecure children in the Richmond -’
Shirlee Anderson 12/07 elementary schools. We'll be joining with other faith groups to o
prepare food for 700+ families to see them through the two-
Mary Ellen Young 12/07 week break over the holidays when school meals are not
Jim Black 12/08 available. Grace is providing the supply of tuna needed for this project.
Pat Devine-Cummings 12/08 Volunteers will be needed on December 16th and 17th to help with packing
Timothv H it 12/11 and delivery to the schools and some support tasks. Transportation from Grace
Imothy Hamiiton will be available. If anyone has access to a truck, we would appreciate your
Ivy Knott 12/13 assistance. The need is particularly great this year. Please consider this very
Dorothy Vierhus 12/13 immediate way to help our neighbors. If you would like to participate, a sign-up
- - - sheet will be available in the Narthex during November.
Mary Kay Zieminski 12/13 For more information, contact Gail Peterson or call the church office at 925-
Geoff Eukel 12/18 935-2100 or Info@GraceWC.org.
Dan Hasselbrink 12/21
Andrew Rogers 12/22
Elise Teagle 12/22 2026 Pledge Update
Frances Whipple 12/22 i S S A

HANNAH CIRCLE

Tuesday, November 11

10:00 - 11:30 a.m. in the Library

Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in
Jesus Christ

Please join us Tuesday, December 9,
10:00 - 11:30 a.m. in the Library.

We share fellowship, snacks, and a
focus on Bible Study to strengthen our faith. We shift
this month to finding our joy in Jesus Christ in Lesson 4,
pp. 41ff, “The Prodigal Child, the Eldest Child, and the
Devoted Parent.” We'll watch a brief video in which the 499
author presents an overview, based on Luke 15:11-32.

If you need a study guide, check with Faye
Hutchings or Debora Chew in the office.

e

Goal: $250,000

30 Pledges
$121,712

Order by Thurs, 12/18 for pick up at Grace on Tues, 12/23

(ash or check (made out fo Grace Cooperative Preschool
Thank you to our generous givers who have made
their pledges for 2026. We are almost halfway to our
goal. There is still time to share your pledges.

https://gracewc.org/ways-to-give/

“Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds,
and to be generous and willing to share.”
1 Timothy 6:18
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Christmas Mormning Breakfast Dec. 25
11:00 am in the Fireside Room
Join us for a Christmas potluck. Signup sheets will be
available in the Narthex in December. See Susan Blair for details.
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LEADERSHIP: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

“refreshing” for all - QutReach Committee
On Sunday, Nov. 9, we honored our ﬂ ﬂ T vy 790N r—
Grace veterans (members, families and i ol o : . L M . L F e e
friends who served) for Veterans Day. HETEHlHE Dl'lt The Christmas Giving Tree
Thank f ice to k
n :inn)f/fu or yourservice to feep our HONDRING ALL WHO SERYED The OutReach Committee is once again
ation free. sponsoring a Christmas Giving Tree as an
opportunity for the members of Grace to
contribute towards the Monument Crisis Center
N l ‘ C H R I STMAS J OY which offers nutritious food, resources, and
referrals to low-income and families in order to
help them become stable and secure in our L]
SPECIAL OFFERINGS P

community.

You may choose to make a donation by placing your cash gift
into one of the envelopes hanging from the tree in the Church foyer.

You can also write a check or contribute online through the
church web site. Please note that your gift is for “The Giving Tree”.

Thank you so much for your heart-felt generosity towards this
wonderful organization!

[ * 'Christmas Concert

Prepare the Way: Christmas Joy
Special Offering — 2025

Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we provide generous
support of church leaders among us—past, present, and future.
We honor and celebrate leaders like retired pastors, church
workers and their families who have faithfully guided and led us
but now find themselves in critical financial need. We also
honor and celebrate students in schools and colleges as we o
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help to support them as they develop leadership skills and r 3 . Saint Sagns, S~—
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prepare to bring their gifts in service to the world.

In the coming weeks, you will read stories about previous
recipients of Christmas Joy funds in your bulletin inserts.

Last year's Board of Pensions provided critical financial
support and grants to hundreds of recipients including retired
church workers and their surviving spouses, care for individuals
in their homes and in care facilities, and assistance for
individuals facing economic hardships.

Our commitment to preparing the way for future leaders was
evidenced in funding to support education and leadership skills
for youth and communities of color and to support Presbyterian
institutions.

Thank you for supporting this offering. Here are ways you
may give: 1) though our congregation’s offerings; 2) by phone
800-728-7228 X5885; 3) by mail, send a check to: Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.), P.O. Box 643700 Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700
(please designate “Christmas Joy” on the memo line); and 4) by
using your credit card (please provide the name of our
congregation so that the church will be credited for your
gifts). Thank you.

Grace Chuncd Chotr

Jurnd Kien, t;lmtol

Jennie Byun, soprano

+ Katheyn Schumacher. alto
Machadd F-‘ur!lu!:. Lenoe
David Koagp, 1enor

Wayne Wong, bass

Joxe Lim, plano

Rathryn Holfex, viglis

Hans Hodfer, celio |




Grace Presbyterian Church
2100 Tice Valley Boulevard
Walnut Creek, CA 94595

Sunday Worship at 10 AM
DECEMBER 2025

WELCOME STATEMENT

We welcome and celebrate all
who join with us

—the young and the old,

the rich and the poor, the gay and
the straight, the strong and the
weak, the meek and the brave
—and though we are

different one from

another, we are united

in loving and praising God

and in loving each other.

Prayer Chain AN,
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If you have concernsthat -, | &
would benefit from the \ /
power of prayer, please

contact Faye Hutchings or the church
office 925-935-2100 or

Info@GraceWC.org.

In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM.
Join friends for Fellowship time after church.

Livestream Worship on www.GraceWC.org — Every Sunday at 10:00 am.
Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.GraceWC.org

Church Membership: Please speak to Rev. Burnham for information.
Meetings and Gatherings
DECEMBER

Wed. Dec. 3,10, 17 (No class on Dec. 24 & 31) - Bible Study with Pastor Mark at 10:00 am in the Library or
via Zoom

Wed., Dec. 3,10 (these are the last two dates for this session) - Grief Support Group 2:00 to 3:30 pm in the
Fireside Room

Sun, Dec. 7 - Communion Sunday at 10:00 am | Session Meeting at 11:30 am in the Library or via Zoom.

Tues, Dec. 9 - Hannah Circle Meeting 10:00 to 11:30 am Library

Sun, Dec. 14 - Grace Christmas Concert 3:00 pm Sanctuary (Free Concert)

Wed., Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Worship Service - 4:00 pm Sanctuary

Thurs & Fri, Dec. 25 & 26 - Church Office will be CLOSED for Christmas.




