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Dear Grace Church Family & Friends,

The month of November brings two meaningful events that invite us to
reflect on our life together in the church: Thanksgiving and Stewardship.

The custom of giving thanks for the annual harvest is one of the world'’s
oldest celebrations, and can be traced to the dawn of civilization. Our American
Thanksgiving Day has roots back to the Pilgrims but was not officially recognized
until 1863 in a decree by Abraham Lincoln.

Beyond eating turkey and watching football games, Thanksgiving Day
invites us to be thankful for our treasured liberties and for our many blessings.
Each of us can (and should!) recite a litany of gratitude for all that we have
gracious received. Acknowledging our gifts is the first step; giving thanks for
them follows. But there is more.

With the gifts comes responsibility. Thanksgiving reminds us that all we
have received has been given to us by God—freely, and out of love. Gratitude and
praise are the appropriate responses to this amazing goodness. As followers of
Christ, we discover that our deepest joy comes, finally, not in grasping but in
giving, in placing our gifts at the service of others.

The season of Stewardship is also about giving thanks. Our Stewardship
theme for this year at Grace is “Growing in Faith & Service: Giving our Time, Talent,
& Treasures.” At its heart, Christian stewardship is about giving back to God, in
gratitude, the first fruits of our time, talents, and treasure. Stewardship is really
just thanksgiving put into action. It is a concrete, day-to-day way of returning to
God what we have been graciously given.

In this newsletter you will find a Stewardship brochure along with a
pledge commitment card for 2026. These materials are a good reminder of the
wonderful ministries we already support, but also the great opportunities still
available to us as God invites us into the future. | ask that you prayerfully and
generously continue to support the ministry and mission of this church.

Below is a story | have shared previously (but bears repeating) as we
consider our giving for next year.

The late Tony Campolo, a college professor and popular speaker, was
addressing a church conference. At the point in the program when the
participants were being challenged to give to various ministry projects, the
moderator turned to Dr. Campolo and asked him if he would pray for God's
blessing as they considered what they might do to achieve their goal.

Campolo came to the podium and, to everyone’s amazement, graciously
declined the invitation. He said, “You already have all the resources necessary to
complete these ministry projects right here in this room. It would be
inappropriate to ask for God'’s blessing, when God has already blessed you with
abundance and the means to achieve this goal.”

He continued, “The necessary gifts are in your hands and in your pockets.
As soon as we take the offering and you underwrite these ministry projects, we
will thank God for freeing us to be the generous, responsible, and accountable
stewards that we are called to be as Christian disciples.” Then he sat down. After
a stunned silence, the offering was taken, and the mission challenge was
oversubscribed.

This story is a reminder that we don’t need more blessings, we need to
look around, recognize, and share what already have through the grace of God.

Grace and peace,

Plark
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SUNDAY WORSHIP

Nov 2:1 Kings 19:1-18

Nov 9: Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-24

Nov 16: Isaiah 9:1-7

Nov 23: Jeremiah 29:1-14

Nov 30 (Advent 1): Daniel 3:8-30




Casting our Nets for Volunteers!

It's once again time to start working with our Interfaith partners at
Food for Thought on the Winter Break food project for many of the

HAPPY

B C R‘T b T most food insecure children in the Richmond elementary schools. i
We'll be joining with other faith groups to prepare food for 700+ cf»
families to see them through the two-week break over the holidays s
Meg Keeley n/6 when school meals are not available. Grace is providing the supply of
3 B tuna needed for this project.
Cecily Wait 1/10 Volunteers will be needed on December 16th and 17th to help with packing and
Karen Haus N4 delivery to the schools and some support tasks. Transportation from Grace will be
available.
Robert Binsacca 117 The need is particularly great this year. Please consider this very immediate way to
help our neighbors. If you would like to participate, a sign-up sheet will be available in
Madelyn Coccoz 119 the Narthex during November.
For more information, contact Gail Peterson or call the church office at 925-935-2100
Tom Young 1/19
or Info@GraceWC.org.
Don Lyons 1/27

Opportunities to Support Immigrants in
Contra Costa County

There are many opportunities for individuals who wish to
support immigrants in Contra Costa County to do so.
Information on organizations and initiatives can be found
on the table by the doors entering the sanctuary.

Some of these opportunities require that you speak
Spanish, are bilingual or receive training in order to assist
individuals with paperwork or to be a witness in the
courtroom. But others require only a caring heart and
willing spirit. For instance, you can help
with packaging and delivering meals to folks who are afraid
to leave their homes or are homebound.

One opportunity for people of faith is to participate in
interfaith vigils held outside of the Gateway Building, where
the Immigration Court is held in Concord. This is an action
of advocacy, not protest and is sponsored by the Interfaith
Movement for Human Integrity. These vigils are held
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday—in the morning from
7:30-8:30 and in the afternoon from 11:30-12:30 while
immigrants are waiting to enter the building for court
appointments. During this time, vigil participants hand out
information including legal rights and cards with printed
blessings. We also hold signs and sing songs of peace and
encouragement.

Meg Keeley has been leading vigils on Wednesday and/or
Thursday mornings and can provide details if you would like
to join in this ministry of witness and encouragement.

d_ HANNAH CIRCLE

f Tuesday, November 11 ,&,
"ﬂi 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. in the Library =
Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our

SUAL N

Identity in Jesus Christ

Having hosted the workshop, the circle is very
prepared this year to go deep with the materials that will
follow the workshop. Everyone is very excited and
looking forward to taking the journey for themselves
individually and seeing where we can go collectively.

In addition this year, we have a great video
presentation that is a partner to the workbook and is led
by Dr. Hunter herself. The group believes that this will
allow us to go deep individually and as a circle.

Our Bible Study continues its emphasis on finding our
resilience in Jesus Christ.

According to Luke 4:1-13, following Jesus' baptism,

“Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan
and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for
forty days he was tempted by the devil.” (4:1-2a)

We shall explore Jesus’ resistance to the devil's
temptations as a powerful model of his resilience and
what we can learn from him.

Questions? Check in with Lynn Lyons or contact the
church office (925) 935-2100.

Peace & Global
Witness Offering
Update
Thank you for your
generous giving and
support. We have

Mr. Teddy Mullin, the Enrollment Development Representative
from the Center for Elders’' Independence, came to one of our
deacons’ meetings, to reach out and explain their services to our
members. | was a clinician for a similar program before, so | was
asked to write this article about their program. It is an HMO medical healthcare program,
nonprofit group, and funded majorly by Medicare. They have several locations in the Bay
Area and the closest one to us is in Concord.

Brochures in English, Spanish, and Korean are available in our church office. There
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received $2,555 for
this offering.

might come a time in our lives when we may need assistance with managing our daily
activities. Besides healthcare services, the center provides transportation, home care,
group activities, food, and other helpful services while living at home. If you're interested,
they recommend that you or your caregiver please contact them directly at 844-319-1150, or
contact Teddy Mullin at his office phone number 510-407-3174 or his email

at tmullin@cei.elders.org. They can arrange a guided tour for you to learn more about their
services. - Anita Donnell, Deacon



mailto:tmullin@cei.elders.org
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GITW - Treasurer'’s Report
As of September 2025

As we enter into Stewardship season, it's a good time to
review the Church finances. The following charts show
trends from 2020 thru to what we expect at the end of

2025.

Income Sources 2020 to 2025

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

500,000
400,000
300,000
200,000
100,000

B Pledges mmmm Other Total

Pledges have been fairly stable for the past five years, but
are expected to be $25,000 below are $250,000 goal in 2025.

Expenses Sources 2020 to 2025

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

500,000
400,000
300,000
200,000

100,000

 Pastor & Staff s Operations

Mission Total

Following our Assistant Pastor's retirement in 2022, our
expenses have been fairly stable, but are expected to be
$20,000 more than 2024 due to campus maintenance
(Oak Room deck repairs and rat exclusion/sealing and
blower fan repairs, Library gutter and downspout
repairs) and utilities (irrigation water leak).

Income Less Expenses

2020 2021 2022. 2023. 2024. 2025.
20000

10,815

10,000 l i
-
(3.0000
(10,000} 6,192)
{10.310)

(20,000}
(30,000}

140,000}

(50,000}
150,000)

{60,000}

Income less expenses have been roughly breakeven until
this year. We are expecting a $50,000 operating loss in
2025 due to the drop in Pledges and increase in expenses
noted above. If we are not able to close this gap, it will be
covered by Church savings/endowment funds.

MUSICAL ENHANCEMENT

The Grace Congregation was enthusiastic about
the recent Aurora Youth Choir that enriched our worship
services on October 19th. Directed by Julie Haydon, 11
choir members led us in worship to the uplifting hymns
“Peace, Salaam, Shalom”, “Down By The Riverside”, “We
Shall Not Be Moved"” and “People Get Ready”, all
applauded appreciatively by the resounding response of
worshippers. The choir is made up of Oakland school
children who are part of a program that currently reaches
2,300 students. Aurora is part of a larger program that
includes classroom education, after school choir programs,
summer music camp, and bilingual classes for newcomer
families. The youth programs began in 1999 in response to
declining music education in the Oakland schools. Since
its inception, it has served over 22,000 Oakland students. It
boasts a record 100% graduation rate from high school
and 98% college admission.

Funding is through donations and contracts with
the Oakland Public Schools. Grace Community Outreach
Department presented a supportive donation of $1,000
from the Peace and Global Witness donation to the group
at Fellowship Time after the Sunday performance.

The larger 100 voice symphonic choir will be
presenting a holiday show on Dec 6 at 7:30 pm at the
Walnut Creek Presbyterian Church. Ticket information is

available at cantareconvivo.org/lead.

* Celeste Stella Trio

Jowon Ewwiyn ‘Kwiirk, saim

‘“(Sun) Nov 16
3:00 pm

PRESAYTERIAN CHURCH




Grace Presbyterian Church
2100 Tice Valley Boulevard
Walnut Creek, CA 94595

Sunday Worship at 10 AM
NOVEMBER 2025

WELCOME STATEMENT

We welcome and celebrate all
who join with us

—the young and the old,

the rich and the poor, the gay and
the straight, the strong and the
weak, the meek and the brave
—and though we are

different one from

another, we are united

in loving and praising God

and in loving each other.

Prayer Chain AN,

If you have concernsthat ™, | &~
would benefit from the \ /
power of prayer, please

contact Faye Hutchings or the church
office 925-935-2100 or
Info@GraceWC.org.

A

In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM.
Join friends for Fellowship time after church. ¢ b A 'f /% ?? ’! _ﬂ.}

Livestream Worship on www.GraceWC.org — Every Sunday at 10:00 am. TW W

Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.GraceWC.org

Church Membership: Please speak to Rev. Burnham for information.
Meetings and Gatherings
NOVEMBER

Sun, Nov. 2 - Daylight Savings Time Ends | Communion Sunday at 10:00 am | Session Meeting at 11:30 am
in the Library or via Zoom.

Wed. Now. 5, 12,19 (No class on Nov. 26) - Bible Study with Pastor Mark at 10:00 am in the Library or via
Zoom

Wed., Nov. 5,12,19 (No class on Nov. 26) - Grief Support Group 2:00 to 3:30 pm in the Fireside Room

Sat., Nov. 8 - Reta Wilcox Memorial Service 2:00 pm Sanctuary

Tues, Nov. 11 - Hannah Circle Meeting 10:00 to 11:30 am Library

Sun, Nov. 16 - Celeste Stella Trio Concert 3:00 pm Sanctuary (Free Concert)

Wed, Thur, Fri, Nov. 26, 27, 28 - Church Office will be CLOSED for Thanksgiving. Happy Thanksgiving!




"A|STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION

Stewardship 2026 - Growing in Faith & Service

God has given each of us many gifts -- time, talent, and material treasure.

. . »
Your gifts of time, talents, and treasure f‘;—g{
. . LA
sustain Grace Church’s ministry to our :
congregation as well as our missions to our

community and beyond. [\ Faith & S
O
Now, it is time to plan for next year'’s o N
.. . . 0O L.
ministry and missions with our pledges for ¢ /0
2026. 0] ®

How Does Grace Use our Income

The purpose of generating income
from pledges, other gifts, facilities
rental, and investments is to advance
the work of the church.

UpReach

Our Church inspires through worship,
learning, and music.

OutReach

Our Church offers ongoing care and support to all members and friends of our
congregation and to others in need. We reach out well beyond church walls, to
provide time and money for God’s work in the world in our mission giving.

InReach

Building and grounds: and all the physical items in the buildings on campus and
utilities. Our facilities income has not covered all the maintenance projects over the
past year. We had a Facilities Campaign, a number of generous bequests and
investment income which have covered the costs. There are always emergency
projects that come up each year and we have projects planned for the future.

“Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be
generous and willing to share.”

1 Timothy 6:18




2026 BUDGET TOTAL OF $421,476 UpReach

PLEDGE Ounesch e
$250,000

If we don’t meet this
goal - we spend from
our Savings.

$196,925

Stewardship is defined as responsibility and oversight for a
resource that does not belong to us. Indeed, everything we
have is through God’s grace.

WAYS TO GIVE QR Code

Explore the Grace Church website (https://www.GraceWC.org)
“Ways to Give" page and you will find information about
different ways to pay your pledge, make donations for special
offerings and more. The page includes an online pledge form
that is simple to fill out and submit. Scan the QR code to the
right with your smart phone camera and be taken to the
online pledge page. You may use this as an alternative to the
“Mail-in" pledge card.

If you need help with anything on the “Ways to Give” page, contact Linda Neyer,
Treasurer, at Treasurer@GraceWC.org or 925-640-8488, or Faye Hutchings, Financial
Secretary, at Faye@GraceWC.org or 925-588-3527.

A pledge card and envelope are attached here and you may still submit your pledge
by mail, drop it in the collection plate, or bring it to the Church Office.

Grace Presbyterian Church | 2100 Tice Valley Blvd. | Walnut Creek, CA 94595 | www.GraceWC.org | 925-935-2100

10/2025



GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PLEDGE COMMITMENT FOR 2026

With trust in God and gratitude for our congregation, I/we make a pledge to support the ministry of the Church.

1) 52 weekly payments of $ per week totaling $
OR
2) 12 monthly payments of $ per month totaling $
OR
3) payments of $ per totaling $
TEEAR
u Check orcash $

i 3
SRR

% m £ This commitment is subject to your revision if needed. You may also pledge on the
ey ‘Ways to Donate’ page of the website, www.GraceWC.org. Thank you for your support.

I have made a legacy gift to the church I would like information about legacy gifts



