
 

Dear Grace Church Family, 
 

As I write this article, the temperatures are in the 90s and if feels like the 
middle of summer. But the fall season is officially here and already there are 
Halloween signs and decorations everywhere—advertisements for candy and treats, 
and homes and businesses decorated. In the midst of all the hoopla, it’s easy to 
forget that the English word Halloween is a contraction of “All Hallows’ (Holy/Saint’s) 
Eve.” It is celebrated on October 31 because All Hallows’ (Saints’) Day is on November 
1. [There are also elements from the Celtic festival of Samhain, which marked the end 
of summer and the belief that the dead returned to earth.] 

In the early Christian tradition, Saints’ days began as a way to mark the 
anniversary of a martyr’s death . However, after hundreds of years it became difficult 
to give them all their due. So, All Saints’ Day was established as an occasion to honor 
all the saints, known and unknown. 

Of course, we Presbyterians shy away from naming “saints” and putting 
people on a pedestal, but we do give thanks to God for the ordinary, holy lives of the 
believers in this and every age. In fact, we just completed a summer sermon series 
called “Holy Disruptors,” which focused on some of our faithful and courageous 
ancestors of faith like Desmond Tutu, Harriet 
Tubman, and Matin Luther. 

One of my favorite description of All Saints’ 
Day come from the theologian Elizabeth Johnson 
who calls it “that feast of Splendid Nobodies.” I love 
that way of describing All Saints Day: a feast of 
splendid nobodies! It is time when we honor and 
celebrate not just celebrities and famous saints, but 
also the “nobodies,” the whole crowd of them, the 
folks like you and me whose work and example 
inspire us. 

Here’s how one writer put it: “The saints are 
not perfect, nor are they miracle workers; in many 
ways they are simply people like us who have taken the risk to truly believe in the 
transformational power of God…In them, we know that the power of God can do 
extraordinary things, and have the inkling that God can do the same in us.” I 
encourage each of us to remember and give thanks for the saints, the splendid 
nobodies, in our life. 

On Sunday, October 5 we will celebrate World Communion Sunday, 
symbolizing the unity of Christ’s global body through the Lord’s Supper. It is also an 
opportunity to remember the church’s ongoing story, honoring witnesses who have 
gone before us and calling us to follow their example in service, reconciliation, and 
hope in the resurrection. 

Please also see the information in this newsletter about the event on 
Sunday, October 26 when we will honor our many, many volunteers here at Grace 
Church. We are indeed grateful for the many “saints” among us! 
 
Grace and peace, 

 

Sunday Worship at 10 AM 
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“Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in 
Jesus Christ” 
 

     What do we get when 80 or so 
Presbyterian Women (and a few 
men) come together to hear a 
renowned servant of the church 
(and author) introduce this year’s 
Bible Study?  . . . a lot of folks from 
the wider Bay Area, happy to 
greet old friends, happy to 
make new ones, grateful for 
the opportunity to hear the Rev. Dr. Rhashell’s 
creative and energetic presentation:  Bible Study 
via Jeopardy?!?  As one person said, “Thank you . . . 
for a wonderful day!  Your campus is beautiful and 
everything was great.  We are loving the Bible Study 
in Livermore” (with our former intern Denia 
Segrest). 
     It took a village . . . It could not have happened 
without a lot of teamwork:  behind the scenes with 
Debora Chew, Linda Neyer, and Faye Hutchings 
handling challenging registrations; Lynn Lyons, 
chair of the Planning Team (representatives from 
area presbyteries), which met via Zoom at least 
twice a month since June; Lynn’s experience with 
Google Docs and as an Event Planner (and 
Debora’s) was invaluable; Rev. Mark’s expertise 
capped his much appreciated support throughout, 
and especially with livestream, integrated with 
PowerPoint from Dr. Hunter, and being at the 
console morning and afternoon.  
     And when the big day arrived (and along the 
way)  look how many of you folks stepped up to 
support the effort of hospitality in so many 

ways:  Bethallyn Black, Lavenia 
Black, Rosalyn Cannelora, Sally 
Day, Marlene Hall, Kathryn 
Hoffer, Faye Hutchings, Sharon 
Lyons, Nancy Magee, Barbara 
Odell, Gail Peterson, Judy 
Williams.  Lynn also interfaced 
with Sunrise Bistro for box 
lunches, which were among 
highlights of the day for 
many.  In addition to such 

workers, we had Anita and Mark Donnell, Elise 
Teagle, Jean and Bob Warnke.  Thank you, also, to 
those who prayed for us as the number of 
registrations began to mushroom. 
     We look forward to sharing our inspiration and 
experiences at Hannah Circle on Oct. 14; join us! 

HANNAH CIRCLE  
Tuesday, October 14 
10:00 - 11:30 a.m. in the 
Library 
 
Finding Resilience, 
Joy, and Our Identity 
in Jesus Christ 
     Hannah Circle invites all women to 
come together, in the Library, for 
discussion and fellowship.  We'll hit the 
high points of Lesson One, "Whom Are 
You Looking For" and Lesson Two, "Martha 
and Mary."  Check with Faye Hutchings or 
Debora Chew, our Office Administrator, for 
a study guide/booklet. Bring a bag lunch if 
you would like to linger afterwards.   

Mark Donnell 10/1 

Lori Camenson 10/4 

Shirley Dal Porto 10/4 

Nancy Brixey 10/5 

Linda Hohenfeldt 10/7 

Kathy Anderson 10/11 

Marsha Stark 10/12 

Sally Day 10/19 

Stu Lynch 10/20 

Steve McLaughlin 10/21 

Barbara Pennington 10/22 

Anne Bergera 10/25 

Bill Keeley 10/26 

James Martin 10/28 

Rev. Dr. Rhashell Hunter 

October 
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Peace & Global Witness 
Offering: Pursue What 
Makes for Peace  
On World Communion Sunday, 
we celebrate that Christ’s peace 
extends throughout all creation. 
Whenever the church gathers for 
worship, we are assured of 
Christ’s peace. We celebrate that we are connected, 
we are loved, and we are not alone. We worship 
together and are fed from Scripture and at Christ’s 
table of peace. The pursuit of peace in the name of 
Christ is part of an active, engaged faith—a witness to 
what it means for us to be the Church, together. 
Through participation in the Peace & Global Witness 
Offering, our church extends Christ’s peace 
throughout our community and our world. We begin 
at the communion table, with our siblings in every 
time and place and we celebrate the peace we find 
there and commit to building a more just and 
peaceful world.  

 Our gifts will combine with churches across 
the PC(USA) and help us to build a more just and 
peaceful world. Twenty-five percent of this offering 
will stay with our church to promote peace through 
our own ministries, and twenty-five percent is 
retained by our presbytery for peace and justice 
ministries in our region. The remaining funds are 
distributed to Presbyterian initiatives in the world. 
      This offering will be collected on World 
Communion Sunday, October 5. You may contribute 
to the Peace & Global Witness fund by designating 
“Peace Offering” on your check to Grace Presbyterian 
or you can make a direct contribution through the 
PCAUSA website: pcusa.org/peace-global. Thank you 
for your generosity! When we all do a little, it adds up 
to a lot!                         - The Outreach Committee  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26  - HONORS FOR VOLUNTEERS 
     Want something done, ask a busy person. Grace has dozens 
of busy people volunteering for many tasks that serve the 
church. On October 26 we will honor them at Fellowship Time. 
These Gracious people serve on Session and are Deacons. But 
consider the many jobs done you don’t always think about: 
ushers, greeters, liturgists, choir members, live stream and 
sound “engineers”, for Sunday services. You see these people, 
but you may not see office volunteers, treasurer, assistant 
treasurer, leaders for Hannah Circle, Grief Council, food 
programs, representatives for CCIC, Rossmoor Religious Council, 
Richmond School Program, Clerk of Session, and many others.  
     Did you know we have a new stove in the Oak Room? Who 
made that happen? We now have a new roof on the Oak Room, 
who made that happen? Who arranges for flowers in the 
sanctuary every Sunday? Don’t forget the money counters and 
the handyman. We are grateful for all who volunteer their time 
and talents to make Grace a good and welcoming place. Join us 
in thanking them on the 26th. 



If you have concerns 
that would benefit from 
the power of prayer, 
please contact Faye Hutchings or the 
church office.  

 

 

Livestream Worship on www.GraceWC.org — Every Sunday at 10:00 am.  
Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.GraceWC.org 

 
 

Church Membership: Please speak to Rev. Burnham for information.   
 

                 Meetings and Gatherings 
 

OCTOBER 
 

 Wed. Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 - Bible Study in the Library with Pastor Mark at 10:00 am 
  
 Wed., Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 - Grief Support Group Session 2:00 to 3:30 pm 
      Fireside Room 
 
 Sun,  Oct. 5 - World Communion Sunday & Pastor Appreciation Day Celebration | 
     Session Meeting 11:30 am after Worship service 
 
 Tues, Oct. 14 - Hannah Circle Meeting, 10:00 to 11:30 am in the Library 
 
 Sun, Oct. 19 - Church Concert 3:00 pm Sanctuary (Free) 
 
 Sun, Oct. 26 - Honors for Volunteers - Fireside Rm after Worship service 
 


