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Dear Grace Church Family,

| hope that everyone had a safe and enjoyable summer.

the first week of September to visit.

Narrative Lectionary

On Sunday, September 14, we will return to the Narrative
Lectionary, a cycle of readings for use in Sunday worship and
preaching. The goal is to annually make our way through the
whole scope of the Biblical narrative so that our lives and the life
of the congregation can be centered in God'’s story.

The cycle of readings run from September through May.
We will start in the book of Genesis (see the worship/sermon box)
and work our way through the Old Testament in the fall, and then
through Jesus' life and ministry as told in John's gospel in the

spring.

Weekly Bible Study

After a summer hiatus, | will be resuming my weekly Bible
Study on Wednesday, September 10. We meet at in the church
library from 10:00—11:00 am to read and discuss the scripture
lesson for the following Sunday. There is also Zoom link available
from the church office. Please join us!

Grief Support Group

“The cycle of grief has its own timetable. Until that cycle is
honored and completed, we are moving along life’s path with an
anchor down.” - Ann Linneaq, “Deep Water Passage”

A new Grief Support Group Session will begin on
Wednesday, September 24, from 2:00—3:30 pm in the Fireside
Room. The discussion will be guided by the book, “The Spirituality
of Grief: Ten Practices for Those Who Remain” by Fran Tilton
Shelton, an ordained PC(USA) minister who now leads
bereavement workshops and spiritual retreats.

The group session dates are: October 1, 8,15, 22, 29;
November 5,12, 19; and December 3, 10. The group is open to both
Grace church members and to others in the community. Please
invite friends and family who are in need of support and
companionship. If you are interested in joining the class, please
sign up on the sign-up sheet available in the Narthex. You may
also sign up by sending an email to: Info@GraceWC.org.
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September
SUNDAY WORSHIP

e Sept 7: Rev. Charie Reid,
preacher

e Sept 14: Genesis 1:1-2:4a

e Sept 21: Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23;
28:10-17

e Sept 28: Exodus 3:1-15; 4:10-17
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Our Identity in Jesus Christ

One of the ways we nurture
our faith is through Bible Study,
individually and in groups, both
large and small. Presbyterian
Women have known and practiced
this for years. We have an

Mark Burnham 9/05 exceptional opportunity to explore  pRESBYTERIAN

Judith Black 9/10 some of the core values of our faith WOMEN
with none other than the author of

Stanley Dorst 9/10 the 2025-2026 Horizons Bible Study, right here at Grace

; ; on Saturday, September 13.

Claire Wait 915 The Rev. Dr. Rhashell D. Hunter wrote this Bible

Jean Karkanen 9/23 study during the pandemic. What was so timely then is
timely now. She has served Christ's church in many

Kathryn Hoffer 9/23 ways: pastor, professor of preaching, Bible

Susan Blair 9/23 commentator. It is our privilege to welcome her to help
us find our resilience, joy and identity in Jesus Christ,

Myra Swallow 9/24 and to welcome others from area presbyteries to share

Nancy Magee 9/30 this wonderful experience for men and women.

San Francisco Theological Seminary used to host this
event and we always sent a delegation ... pre-

. pandemic. We are hosting it this fall, trusting the Spirit’'s
A.speCIaI Happy movement in our midst to nurture us and others. Join
Birthday on us! Questions? Lynn Lyons chairs the Planning Team.
September 5th
to our pastor,

Mark Burnham.
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Don and
Sharon
Lyons HORIZONS BIBLE STUDY DAY via live stream
celebrated with Rev. Dr. Rhashell D. Hunter
their 70th author of the 2025-26 study:
Anniversary Finding Resilience, Joy and Oun Identity in Jesus Chnist
in August.

September 13, 2025 / 10am - 3pm
Grace Presbyterian Church, Walnut Creek, CA
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Peace & Global Witness
Offering: Pursue What
Makes for Peace

On World Communion Sunday,

we celebrate that Christ's peace

extends throughout all creation.

Whenever the church gathers
for worship, we are assured of Christ's peace. We
celebrate that we are connected, we are loved, and
we are not alone. We worship together and are fed
from Scripture and at Christ’s table of peace. The
pursuit of peace in the name of Christ is part of an
active, engaged faith—a witness to what it means for
us to be the Church, together. Through participation
in the Peace & Global Witness Offering, our church
extends Christ's peace throughout our community
and our world. We begin at the communion table,
with our siblings in every time and place and we
celebrate the peace we find there and commit to
building a more just and peaceful world.

Our gifts will combine with churches across
the PC(USA) and help us to build a more just and
peaceful world. Twenty-five percent of this offering
will stay with our church to promote peace through
our own ministries, and twenty-five percent is
retained by our presbytery for peace and justice
ministries in our region. The remaining funds are
distributed to Presbyterian initiatives in the world.

During the month of September,
congregation members will receive inserts in the
bulletin and members of our Outreach committee
will present “minutes for mission” that will describe
the work of peace supported by the Peace & Global
Witness Offering.

This offering will be collected on World
Communion Sunday, October 5. You may contribute
to the Peace & Global Witness fund by designating
“Peace Offering” on your check to Grace Presbyterian
or you can make a direct contribution through the
PCAUSA website: pcusa.org/peace-global. Thank you
for your generosity! When we all do a little, it adds up
to a lot!

- The Outreach Committee

NOW

Did you know that you can now sign up to receive the “Grace In
The World"” newsletter directly in your email inbox?

Benefits:

e Read it on your computer, tablet, or mobile phone.

e View full color photos and text.

Call the church office or send an email to: Info@GraceWC.org
with your email address.
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WELCOME STATEMENT

We welcome and celebrate all
who join with us

—the young and the old,

the rich and the poor, the gay and
the straight, the strong and the
weak, the meek and the brave
—and though we are

different one from

another, we are united

in loving and praising God

and in loving each other.

Prayer Chain

If you have concerns

that would benefit from

the power of prayer,

please contact Faye Hutchings or the
church office.

In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM.
Join friends for Fellowship time after church.

Livestream Worship on www.GraceWC.org — Every Sunday at 10:00 am.
Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.GraceWC.org

Church Membership: Please speak to Rev. Burnham for information.

Meetings and Gatherings
SEPTEMBER

Sun, Sept. 7 - Communion Sunday at 10:00 am

Wed. Sept. 10,17, 24 - Bible Study in the Library with Pastor Mark at 10:00 am

Sat., Sept. 13 - Horizons Bible Study Day with Rev. Dr. Rhashell D. Hunter at 10:00 am

Sun, Sept. 14 - Session Meeting after Worship Service

Sun, Sept. 21 - Church Concert 3:00 pm Sanctuary (Free)

Wed., Sept. 24 - New Grief Support Group Session (2:00 to 3:30 pm) - Fireside Room




