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Dear Grace Church Family,

| hope that you are enjoying the cool weather we've had so far
this summer (I know | am!). As we move into August, | want to share
a few items of interest:

Summer Sermon Series Continues

This summer's sermon series “Holy Disruptors: How Christian Saints,
Prophets, and Mystics led in times of Difficulty” continues through August.
The series created by the Rev. Siri Strommen, a Lutheran pastor in
Minnesota. It explores some of the faithful and courageous actions by
Christians in history during difficult times.

In July, we heard from Martin Luther, Harriet Tubman, and Dietrich
Bonhoeffer. The schedule for this month can be found below. If you miss a
Sunday, you can find video recording of the sermons on our website at
www.GraceWC.org/worship/.

Missiologist Christie Samuel Visit and Discussion

On Sunday, August 3 we have the privilege of hosting Mr. Christie
Samuel, a Missiologist from Sri Lanka. He comes to us through a connection
with Hilary and Stu Lynch, who recently joined Grace as affiliate members.
Mr. Samuel is affiliated with the Lausanne Movement, and will present both
a “Minute for Mission” during worship and a class/discussion afterwards in
the Church Library.

Mr. Samuel has a special heart for the justice and
empowerment of marginalized communities. He will speak on a
topic that is currently trending around in the mission world—how to
views Mission from a Justice perspective. He is the author of the
book, “Justice and Christianity - An Introspection: Study Book for
Small Groups.”

The Lausanne Movement is a global network dedicated to uniting
Christian leaders and churches for the purpose of world evangelization.
Founded in 1974 by Billy Graham and others, it emphasizes collaboration,
prayer, and strategic action to fulfill the Great Commission. The
movement is known for its influential gatherings, such as the Lausanne
Congresses, which bring together diverse Christian voices to address
global challenges and opportunities in mission work. Key themes include
holistic mission, gospel proclamation, and the integration of faith and
culture.

The Lausanne Covenant, a foundational document, outlines
its theological and missional commitments. The Lausanne
Movement seeks to mobilize the entire Church to take the whole
Gospel to the whole world. Mr. Samuel’s visit provides a wonderful
opportunity for us to learn more about how this vision is being lived
out in Sri Lanka and around the globe.
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August SUNDAY WORSHIP

8/3 - Corrie Ten Boom (1892-1983):
Prayer and Trust during Nazi Germany
8/10 - Dorothy Day (1897-1980): Caring
for the Least of These

8/17 - James Cone (1938-2018): The
Cross and the Lynching Tree

8/24 - Archbishop Oscar Romero (1917-
1980): Solidarity with the Poor

8/31 - Bishop Desmond Tutu (1931-2021):
Reconciliation and Forgiveness after
Apartheid



http://www.GraceWC.org/worship/
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GRACE NEWS 2
Finding Resilience, Joy, and
Our Identity in Jesus Christ ®
One of the ways we nurture
our faith is through Bible Study, ) ® -
individually and in groups, both ?«P
Women have known and practiced —_——
this for years. We have an
exceptional opportunity to explore  pRESBYTERIAN
some of the core values of our faith WOMEN
with none other than the author of
the 2025-2026 Horizons Bible Study, right here at Grace

Meli c 8/1 on Saturday, September 13. The Rev. Dr. Rashell Hunter
elissa Lope wrote this Bible study during the pandemic. What was
Annie Toy 8/2 so timely then is timely now. She has served Christ’s

church in many ways: pastor, professor of preaching,
Barbara Odell 8/3 Bible commentator. It is our privilege to welcome her to

help us find our resilience, joy and identity in Jesus
Cathy Lackey 8/3 Christ, and to welcome others from area presbyteries to
Judy Williams 8/3 share this wonderful experience for men and women.

San Francisco Theological Seminary used to host this
Sadako (Dako) Urabe 8/5 event and we always sent a delegation ... pre-

. . pandemic. We are hosting it this fall, trusting the Spirit’'s
Muriel Simmons 8/6 movement in our midst to nurture us and others. Join
Adam Nattenberg 8/14 us! Questions? Lynn Lyons chairs the Planning Team.
Ruby Tuttle 8/16
Carol Parkhurst 8/17
Laura Chapman 8/19
Bethallyn Black 8/20
Fran Beach 8/20
Connie Bills 8/22
Julia Linde 8/23
Elizabeth Stetson 8/24
Richard Pierce 8/26
Jordan Enright-Schulz 8/29

Event will be
in-person and
HORIZONS BIBLE STUDY DAY via ive stream

with Rev. Dr. Rhashell D. Hunter
author of the 2025-26 study:

Finding Resilience, Joy and Cun Identity in Jesus Chnist

September 13,2025 / 10am - 3pm
Grace Presbyterian Church, Walnut Creek, CA




GRACE NEWS 3

WHEN MORE IS LESS

It's magic every Sunday. We go to the Fireside Room to visit, greet
newcomers, and enjoy "snacks" and each other. How does that happen? It's
magic. We have about 25 volunteers who work in teams of two and furnish a
lovely table of snacks each Sunday. Two by two, these special people furnish
this service three to four times a year. Now this is where the real magic
occurs; if more volunteers offer their help, then there are less Sundays to
serve. So, we are open to volunteers to provide refreshments on Sunday.
Most importantly, we thank those who are now on the list of volunteers who
faithfully appear each Sunday as assigned - you are special, special people! And special thanks to Yvonne
Dawes who faithfully sets up beverage and table setting service each Saturday to be plugged in Sunday
morning. Please think about what you can do to make more less. Contact Sharon, who will help you
become part of the magic.

Community Outreach Committee: Freddie Delamain, Meg Keely, Sharon Lyons, Elise Teagle

Free Concerts Will Return in September

Jumi Kim, Music Director, will introduce a new Fall
concert series in September. Our free concerts
feature world-class performers and are about one
hour with easy-access parking.

Freewill offerings are welcomed.

affected by the Texas flooding. We have
received $600 in contributions.
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WELCOME STATEMENT

We welcome and celebrate all
who join with us

—the young and the old,

the rich and the poor, the gay and
the straight, the strong and the
weak, the meek and the brave
—and though we are

different one from

another, we are united

in loving and praising God

and in loving each other.

Prayer Chain

If you have concerns

that would benefit from

the power of prayer,

please contact Faye Hutchings or the
church office.

In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM.
Join friends for Fellowship time after church.

Livestream Worship on www.GraceWC.org — Every Sunday at 10:00 am.
Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.GraceWC.org

Church Membership: Please speak to Rev. Burnham for information.

Meetings and Gatherings
AUGUST

No Wed. Bible Study in August - On Summer Break
No Grief Support Meetings in August - On Summer Break

Sat.,, August 2 - Mary Munsell Memorial Service at 2:00 pm in the Sanctuary
Followed by a Reception in the Oak Room

Sun., August 3 - Communion Sunday at 10:00 am

Missiologist Christie Samuel Visit and Discussion




