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Dear Grace Church Family,

As we arrive in the summer months, | want to share my plans for
a Summer Sermon Series. From September through early June, we
follow the Narrative Lectionary in worship and preaching. A lectionary is
a pre-selected collection of scripture readings from the Bible that are
used for Sunday worship. The Narrative lectionary follows the sweep of
the biblical story, beginning with the Creation story in Genesis and then
through the early Christian church. This past year focused on the Gospel
of Luke in the spring.

However, the Narrative Lectionary leaves the summer months open for
other options, such as a sermon series or a focus on a particular theme or book
of the Bible. For example, last summer | preached a five-week series on 2
Corinthians followed by a six-week series on the Great Ends of the Church.

This summer's ] 3 7
series is “Holy Disruptors:
How Christian Saints,
Prophets, and Mystics led
in times of Difficulty”
created by the Rev. Siri
Strommen, a Lutheran
pastor in Minnesota. The H
series explores various DISBUPTOBS How C(n,sl‘m Sainls, Pr ﬁ,& sl
faithful actions by Zed i Tones of @#,Mjf

Christians in history during
difficult times. Y Summer 2025 Sermon Series

| chose them
because it reminds us that not only have difficult times happened before, but
Christians have responded with incredible courage and faith in the midst of
those tough times. The plan for the last three Sundays in June is:

June 15 - The Desert Mothers and Fathers: Leaving behind a hostile and
chaotic world

June 22 - St. Francis/St. Claire: Choosing Peace in the time of the Crusades

June 29 - Julian of Norwich: Declaring the Ever-present Love of God

In the months of July and August, we will explore the lives and examples

of the “holy disruptors” below:

« Martin Luther (1483 -1546): Courage in the face of Institutional pressure

e Harriet Tubman (1822 - 1913): The Moses of her People

« Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906 - 1945): Faith in Action during the Rise of
Nazism
Corrie Ten Boom (1892 -1983): Prayer and Trust during Nazi Germany
Dorothy Day (1897 —1980): Caring for the Least of These
Martin Luther King, Jr (1929 - 1968): Let Justice Roll Down Like Waters
James Cone (1938 - 2018): The Cross and the Lynching Tree
Archbishop Oscar Romero (1917 - 1980): Solidarity with the Poor
Bishop Desmond Tutu (1931 - 2021): Reconciliation and Forgiveness after
Apartheid

Grace and peace,
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e June 15 - The Desert Mothers and

Fathers: Leaving behind a hostile and
chaotic world
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Choosing Peace in the time of the
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e June 29 - Julian of Norwich: Declaring
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June
Robert Stark 6/2
Lynn Binsacca 6/5
Carol King 6/9
Lynn Lyons 6/15
John Bean 6/15
Sheryl Ruzek-Griesemer 6/15
Pamela Bouey 6/16
Roger Schultz 6/16 .
g N New Members Welcomed at Grace on April 27, 2025
Dirk Meyer 6/20
Ralpha Storbeck 6/22 On Sunday, April 27, the congregation welcomed our newest members:
Leslee Prahl 6/22 Elizabeth Stetson, Shirlee Anderson, Hilary and Stu Lynch, and Adam
Nattenberg. Please give them a warm welcome when you see them!
Dan Owens 6/26
Jerome Williams 6/26 L to R: Elizabeth Stetson, Shirlee Anderson, Hilary Lynch, Stu Lynch. Not in photo:
Victoria Lucido 6/28 Adam Nattenberg.
Jon Littig 6/29
The Grace Presbyterian
Women Hannah Circle
invites you to
participate in a special
Elizabeth Sloan 7N PW Horizons Bible
Jeanne McLaughlin 7/ Study day with the
Barbara DiGiorgio 7/3 author of the 2025/26 i \ \ | ald
(RN SiEHe i study, Dr. Rashell '\
Jean Savage il Hunter. The event will -
Freddie Delamain 7/8 - ; ‘
//1 be on Saturday, Sept.13. 4
Kris Ludwigsen 7/10 . o !
9 The study is called ?
Judith Jones 7/12 .. - i /
Finding Resilience, Joy, = o ; ; :
Pat Burnham 7/12 . . .
and Our Identity in Jesus Christ. The event will be held at
Cecile Hasselbrink 7/15 ] . )
Grace Presbyterian Church. More information on the
Barbara Bean 715 . .
event and how to register will be announced.
Rosalyn Cannelora 7/17
Hilary Lynch 7/20
Anita Donnell 7/21
Carolyn Choy 7/26 Vi Prayer Chain
Liz Bradner 7/27 < ‘-
= = If you have concerns that
Raglaniiutde e 7, N would benefit from the
Marshall Tuttle 7/29 \ power of prayer, please
James Blair 7/30 contact Faye Hutchings
Gail Peterson 7/30 or the church office.




GRACE NEws

JOINING TOGETHER TO HONOR THE FALLEN
MEMORIAL DAY AT GRACE

The Grace Family gathered together on Memorial Day,
Monday, May 26, to remember, with thanks, those who died to
protect our country. The event started at 12 noon with an old
fashioned picnic - followed by a program at 1:00 pm, opened
with the presenting of the colors by local Scout Troop 216.

We sang the songs of our country and enjoyed a very moving
presentation on the Medal of Honor - a special award. Many
thanks to the very able helpers: Grace deacons and spouses
who stepped up with expertise in handling the table setting,
greeting, and food service for our guests (estimated to be about
80!)

Thank you again,
Grace Community OutReach Committee

Grace Outreach Team Update WITNESS & MINISTRY LOCAL MISSION

The Outreach Team provides opportunities to enjoy (AC#580)
fellowship through weekly gatherings and Contra Costa Interfaith Coalition 500.00
refreshments after our Sunday service and special '
holiday events. We welcome new members by * Hope Solutions (Contra Costa Interfaith 500.00
introducing them to other members of the Housing)
congregation and by providing them with a New Interfaith Council of Contra Costa County 500.00
Members' Information Packet and encouragement to
become involved in our community. Interfaith Council of Rossmoor (Dues for 75.00

This team meets with interested members of the

. . . . 3 representatives of Grace)
congregation to review community and other charitable

programs and then oversees the disbursement of Westminster Woods (Camperships) 150.00
budgeted funds made through the generous * San Francisco Safehouse (Hope Center) 500.00
contributions by the members of the Grace

congregation. We also coordinate special offerings Habitat for Humanity (East Ba 500.00
including One Great Hour of Sharing, the Peace ! u ity ( y) '
Offering, and Christmas Joy. Members of this team Loaves and Fishes 500.00
represent our congregation through involvement with * Monument Crisis Center 500.00

the Interfaith Council of Contra Costa, the Interfaith
Council of Rossmoor, and the Interfaith Coalition of Food for Thought 500.00
Churches as well as some of the organizations to which

we provide funding support. * Richmond Rescue Mission 500.00
We are grateful for all who generously contribute to * Jewish Family and 500.00
all of our initiatives and programs. Community Services East

Bay (Refugee and

Local programs supported by Grace in 2025 include: Immigration Legal

e Contra Costa Interfaith Coalition Services)

e Hope Solutions Cantare Nova Youth Choir 500.00

¢ Interfaith Council of Contra Costa *Shepherd’s Gate 500.00

¢ Interfaith Council of Rossmoor. .

e Westminster Woods * White Pony Express 500.00

e San Francisco Safehouse (Hope Center)

e Habitat for Humanity (East Bay/Silicon Valley) Total Special Mission Designations $6,725.00
¢ Monument Crisis Center

¢ Loaves and Fishes (of

e Food for Thought $7,525.00)
¢ Richmond Rescue Mission . ) ) ) o )

e Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay Monies to be dispersed in June; remaining funds will be sent

(Refugee and Immigration Legal Services later in the year in order to assist cash flow of the Grace budget.
As additional programs in need of support are identified in the

Shepherd'’s Gate future, this list will be updated

e White Pony Express (School lunch program)

e Cantare Nova Youth Choir
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WELCOME STATEMENT

We welcome and celebrate all
who join with us

—the young and the old,

the rich and the poor, the gay and
the straight, the strong and the
weak, the meek and the brave
—and though we are

different one from

another, we are united

in loving and praising God

and in loving each other.

In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM.
Join friends for Fellowship time after church.

Livestream Worship on www.GraceWC.org — Every Sunday at 10:00 am.
Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.GraceWC.org

Church Membership: Please speak to Rev. Burnham for information.

Meetings and Gatherings

JUNE
Sun. June 1- Communion Sunday at 10:00 am

Sun. June 8 - Day of Pentecost

Wed. June 4,18, 25 - Bible Study with Pastor Mark at 10:00 am in the Library or via Zoom

Wed. June 4,18 - Grief Support Meeting 2:00 to 3:00 pm (6/4 in the Library; 6/18 in the Fireside Room)

Sun. June 29 - Session Meeting at 11:30 am in the Library or Zoom
JULY

Sun. July 6 - Communion Sunday at 10:00 am

No Wed. Bible Study in July - On Summer Break

No Grief Support Meetings in July - On Summer Break




STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another

with whatever gift each of you has received.
1 Peter 4:10

KEEPING A SOLID ROOF OVER OUR HEADS

Dear members and friends of Grace, June 2025

The In-Reach (Business) team of the Session has chosen some needed roof
maintenance as the target of this year’'s Facilities Camypaign. It isimportant to
maintain our roofs to prevent leaks that could cause damage to the Oak Room

building and to the Pre-school building.

The Oak Room is often used and enjoyed by Grace Presbyterian for our own special
events. It is also a major source of facility rental income for Grace which contributes to
meeting our annual budget. It is the location for large gatherings at Grace, as well as
the weekly services of the ATC Church.

The Pre-school is supported as a much-loved and long-standing ministry of Grace.

We ask for your generous support — the goal is to raise $10,000 towards these
projects.

Thank you —the In-Reach Team,

Ann McCullough, Gary Parkhurst, Hilde Olds

The word stewardship means “oversight” and “responsibility for the use of a resource that does not belong to oneself.”

The story here highlights one of many ways Grace church uses donated funds to sustain and advance our ministry.




GRACE ROOF MAINTENANCE PROJECTS

Project #1 - Replacement of the roof on the Oak Room Building, including gutters and
downspouts.

Estimated cost= $27,000

Project #2 - Re-sealing of the mounts of the
solar panels on the Pre-school building roof.
This re-sealing must be done to ensure that
no leakage occurs where the solar panels are
fastened into the roof.

Estimated cost = $4,800

Explore the Grace Church website (https://www.GraceWC.org) “Ways to Give” page
and you will find information about different ways to make donations online for
special offerings and more. If you need help with the “Ways to Give” page, contact
Linda Neyer, Treasurer, at Treasurer@GraceWC.org or 925-433-5456; or Faye
Hutchings, Financial Secretary, at Faye@GraceWC.org or 925-588-3527.

You may write a check - made out to “Grace Presbyterian Church” - and place it in
the envelope attached. Drop it in the collection plate or mail it to the office. Please
write your number and “Facilities” on the memo line of your check.

Thank you on behalf of Grace Presbyterian Church for your generous support.




