
 

 

Dear Grace Church Family, 

 I want to begin with some good news: the six new residents of Hope 
Village (the micro homes on the church campus) moved in a the beginning of 
March! The Outreach Committee provided welcome mats and gifts cards for our 
new neighbors. Thanks again to everyone who helped on this wonderful project 
 This month we conclude the season of Lent, the 40 days of self-
examination and spiritual disciple that help prepare us for the good news of the 
resurrection of Christ. In the spirit of the season, I want to share the list below 
which comes from a posting by the Rev. Jan Edmiston, General Presbyter of the 
Presbytery of Charlotte in North Carolina. (I shared this list a few years ago but it 
seems even more relevant today!) 
 The list is based on a “TED Talk” by the author Anne Lamott called 12 
Things I Know for Sure. Jan Edmiston introduces her list by writing, “Because 
people seem to be very anxious these days, here are a few things I know for 
sure. I hope it helps.”  
 The original list of 12 things has been condensed down to nine. Please 
take a look and ponder how they might speak to you. 

1. God always wins. It might not be apparent in this life, but eventually God 
will win. (I don’t want to give away the end of the story but #Easter.) 

2. Loving mean people is really hard, but it makes you feel better in the long 
run. Hateful human beings don’t know what it feels like to be loved. We 
get to show them if we can possibly do it. And maybe if I can’t do it 
today, you can. And I can try again tomorrow. 

3. Terrible things happen. 
4. God uses terrible things. (Note: God does not make those terrible things 

happen. God doesn’t pull triggers or mutate cells or sharply turn steering 
wheels. But God sends help when those things happen.) 

5. Sometimes we get to be those helpers. And it will change our lives for 
good. 

6. We cannot fix people. We can love them. We can listen to them. But we 
cannot make them stop drinking, quit drugs, exercise, clean the house, 
lose weight, or stop being selfish. They (with the help of their Maker) 
need to do it. We can cheer them on and that helps a little bit. 

7. Dogs are miracle animals. I know there are cat people out there, but I have 
two words for you: Service Cats. (I don’t think so.) 

8. Each of us needs a friend who will say, “Everything’s going to be okay” at 
just the right time. 

9. Boredom is a sin. 
  
 In this newsletter is the worship schedule for Holy Week, so I hope you 
will plan to join us for Maundy Thursday worship and on Easter Sunday (in-
person or online). The darkness of Holy Week points us toward the heart of our 
Christian faith—God does indeed always win! 
 

Grace and peace, 

 
 

Sunday Worship at 10 AM 
 

www.GraceWC.org 
www.youtube.com/ 

@GracePresWC
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Hannah Circle Meeting 

Hannah Circle welcomes women, 
and friends of Grace Church to join in 
fellowship on Tuesday, April 8, in 
the Fireside Room, from 10 am to 
11:30 am. Light refreshments will be 
available prior to the meeting. 

Our Lesson Booklet is entitled "Let Justice Roll 
Down” focusing on the care of our planet. This 
month we will study and discuss “Lesson Eight -
 Intergenerational Justice”. Scripture passages are 
from 2nd Kings. 

Like the authors who reflected 
midstream on the meaning of 
ancient Judah’s story with God, 
who held onto unrealized hopes for 
their future, we have a story with 
God, a story whose meaning is 
changing. 

Dulcie Blume  

A Generous Giver to Grace 

Dulcie Blume was born on January 1, 1915, in 

Montreal Canada.  She lost her husband early in 

their marriage and raised her son, Nick, on her own.  

Dulcie was an education consultant who was 

inspired to continue learning her entire life.  Upon 

retirement, she moved from Berkeley to Rossmoor 

and joined Grace Presbyterian Church on December 

26, 1979 and was an active member until she died on January 28, 2013.   

Dulcie was a faithful Elder, and leader of Presbyterian Women’s Circle, 

Adult Education (including world religions) and Bible Studies.  She was a 

keen thinker, loyal to her friends (she shepherded the Lunch Bunch after 

church each Sunday), and lived out her deep faith by serving others.   

Dulcie was also fascinated by and researched the Native American history 

of local tribes in our area and gave lectures at Grace as well as to the 4 year 

old class at Grace Preschool.  She was an avid traveler and would 

showcase her adventures through the jewelry she often wore. 

Dulcie Blume established a Charitable Remainder Unitrust with Presbyterian 

Foundation in May of 1996.  The trust ended in 2023 and the remaining 

interest in the trust of $75,000 was used to establish a permanent Dulcie I 

Blume Memorial Fund with net income to be paid for the benefit of Grace 

Presbyterian church for the following purposes:  1/3 for youth and families, 

1/3 for the capital improvements fund, and 1/3 for the music program.  

Dulcie’s generous gift to the church is just part of the legacy she leaves 

behind. 

Barbara Rainis 4/4 
Dottie Hardin 4/10 
Norma Fellner 4/14 
Maryanne Sanchez 4/19 
Marilyn Squire 4/20 
Kathie Paul 4/24 
Sharon Lyons 4/25 
Lois Anderson 4/28 
Patricia Hansen 4/28 
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REMEMBER WITH 
GRACE  

MAY 26, 2025 

Please plan to honor 
Memorial Day at Grace on 
Monday, May 26, with an 
old-fashioned picnic at 12 
noon and program at 1:00 pm in the Oak Room. 
You, family and friends, are invited to enjoy hot 
dogs and fixings, potato salad, watermelon, and 
lemonade served on the deck from 12 noon to 12:45 
pm. The program at 1:00 pm will honor those who 
we can thank for our freedoms -- there will be a 
flag presentation and retreat by local Scouts, a 
speaker, and appropriate music. 

Please wear your red, white, and blue and be ready 
to honor our heroes with your presence. There will 
be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex beginning the 
first part of May so we know how many guests to 
prepare for. 

Special Offering of the Presbyterian Church USA 
 

      In this season of Lent, we follow Jesus’ example and walk alongside the most 
vulnerable to partner in repairing harms inflicted upon them.  Each gift represents 
our step to improve the lives of God’s beloved community members.  
 

      A gift to One Great Hour of Sharing supports efforts to relieve hunger through the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program, promote development through the Presbyterian 
Committee on the Self-Development of People, and assist in areas of disaster 
through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. All three programs, each of which receives 
about 30% of the funds, work in different ways to serve individuals and communities 
in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing community development, their 
work fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope. 
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance works alongside communities as they recover and 
find help after the devastation of natural or human-caused disasters and support for 
refugees. 

 

Presbyterian Hunger Program takes action to alleviate hunger, care for creation, and the systemic causes of 
poverty so all can be fed.  
 

Self-Development of People invests in communities responding to their experiences of oppression, poverty, 
and injustice and educates Presbyterians about the impact of these issues.   
 

We will learn more details on how these funds are utilized from presentations during Minute for Mission and 
inserts in our Sunday bulletins during Lent.  You can contribute to OGHS through congregational giving on 
Palm Sunday, April 13;  online at pcausa.org/give-oghs or by texting the letters OGHS to 91999.   
 

Thank you for your gifts.  If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot! 
 

Your Outreach Team 



If you have concerns 

that would benefit 
from the power of 
prayer, please 
contact Faye Hutchings or the church office.  

 

 
Livestream Worship on www.GraceWC.org — Every Sunday at 10:00 am.  

Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.GraceWC.org 
 

Church Membership: Please speak to Rev. Burnham for information.   
 

Meetings and Gatherings 
 

Wed.  Apr. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 - Bible Study with Pastor Mark at 10:00 am in the Library or via Zoom 
 
Sun. Apr. 6  - Communion Sunday at 10:00 am | Session Meeting at 11:30 am in the Library or 
Zoom 
 
Tues. Apr. 8  -  Hannah Circle Meeting  10:00 am, Fireside Room 
 
Wed. Apr. 9 & 23 - Grief Support Group  2:00 - 3:00 pm Fireside Room 
 
Sun. Apr. 13 - Palm Sunday - 10:00 am Sanctuary 
 
Thur. Apr. 17 - Maundy Thursday Service - 4:00 pm Sanctuary 
 
Sun. Apr. 20 - Easter Sunday - 10:00 am Sanctuary | One Great Hour of Sharing Collection 
 
Sun. April 27 - Easter Concert - 3:00 pm Sanctuary 
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RESIDENTS’  FORUM
RESIDENTS’ FORUM GUIDELINES

Letters must be no more than 250 words  
and are subject to verification and editing

Letters are strictly the opinion of the letter writer. 
The Rossmoor News accepts letters for publication 
in complete or abridged form at the discretion of the 
managing editor. Headings of letters are written by 
the managing editor.
• Emailed letters are preferred. Please send to:

news@rossmoor.com
• All letters must include full name, address and 

phone number for verification. Only full name and 
street name are published.

• Only one letter per resident will be published each 
calendar month.

• Letters must be germane to the activities and affairs 
of Rossmoor. Letters can also respond to political 
columns or letters published in the News.

• Letters should be about 250 words or fewer.
• Open letters addressed to anyone other than the 

editor will not be published.
• Letters’ content cannot include phone numbers, full 

addresses, email addresses or website addresses.
• Letters cannot include personal attacks against 

individuals, clubs or organizations, corporations or 
advertisers.

• Letters are edited for clarity at the discretion of the 
editor.

• Letters announcing an event with a date, time and/
or location will not be printed.

• Letters sent by email are confirmed by an emailed 
reply. If you have not received a confirmation, con-
tact the News by phone, 1-925-988-7800.

• The deadline for letters is Thursday at noon. Letters 
requiring editing may need to hold until the next 
week. Early deadlines are announced in the News.

FAILING TO STOP AT 
CROSSWALK COULD BE COSTLY

I often walk from Oakmont Way across Golden 
Rain Road to go to the Iris Garden. I always use the 
crosswalk and turn on the warning lights. 

I would like to remind all drivers in both direc-
tions that the law requires them to stop until the 
crosswalk is completely cleared. The fine for this 
for this infraction is $238 and one point on their 
license.

David Rossington
Oakmont Drive

‘CLAMORING’ IN ROSSMOOR
It has been said that Rossmoor residents are 

“clamoring” for more dining choices. In my curios-
ity, I’ve been asking people if in fact they have been 
“clamoring” for more places to eat in Rossmoor. 
The majority of those asked said they would like 

to clamor, but not for additional eateries. Concerns 
about the rises in the monthly coupon top the list 
and for good reason. The devastating fires in Cal-
ifornia have come with little-known changes in the 
state’s rules governing insurance rates. The change 
allows much of that potential cost to be passed onto 
homeowners throughout California in the form of 
higher premiums, allowing insurers to raise pre-
miums throughout California, even on those living 
in areas with little or no risk of wildfires. There is 
more cost concern there than eating out. Eateries 
are going in across the street. Two Redwood Room 
concessionaires failed.

Concerns about facility use changes when reser-
vations are getting tighter to obtain for active resi-
dents are on the list. Take away a facility of good 
size, bring in a concession, which may or may not 
survive and all that without addressing the elephant 
in the room: parking. A pickleball facility sharing 
parking with heavily used Dollar and Event Center 
is a good example. Expending funds to squash resi-
dents into overused areas. 

Tough decisions are on the line. When is it time 
to say, enough is enough? Find happiness with what 
we have. It’s substantial. Quiet the clamoring. Focus 
on lessening financial loads.

Trish Dickson
Tice Creek Drive

MORE COST-EFFECTIVE 
SOLUTION NEEDED

It seems to me that to consider spending $4 mil-
lion-plus on a new pickleball facility is fiscally irre-
sponsible. Pickleball players make up less than 0.5% 
of Rossmoor’s population so that hardly justifies this 
level of expenditure. Advocates say it will improve 
the marketability of Rossmoor properties. Is there 
difficulty in that capability at present? And if so, 
how is the increased marketability to be measured 
and converted into a dollar amount to allow logical 
amortization of the proposed capital investment?

The proposal should be rejected in favor of a 
more cost-effective solution for the pickleball play-
ers’ problem. Flexible marking of tennis courts to 
allow for dual use or finding more space to add to 
the existing outdoor courts would surely require less 
expenditure.

Adrian Douglas 
Horsemans Canyon Drive

KEEP NEWSPAPER 
POLITICS FREE

Our community newspaper should serve as a plat-
form that promotes unity rather than division. While 
political columns and letters are often intended to 
spark discussions, they inevitably lead to controver-

sy and create unnecessary tension among neighbors 
who share common ground. By now, most of us 
have formed our own opinions anyway.

We all have plenty of sources for political insight 
and discussion elsewhere. Let’s keep our newspa-
per focused on topics that enrich our daily lives – 
community events, helpful resources and uplifting 
stories. A politics-free publication ensures that our 
shared space remains welcoming and enjoyable for 
everyone.

Thank you for considering this perspective.
Bill Schaub

Saklan Indian Drive

ZUCKERBERG’S  
FACT-CHECKING 

STANDARDS SHOULD BE 
GOOD ENOUGH FOR GRF

It’s unfortunate that what’s good enough for Mark 
Zuckerberg – owner of Facebook, Instagram, and 
parent company Meta Platforms – doesn’t meet the 
fact-checking demands of the Golden Rain Foun-
dation.

Zuckerberg announced recently, NBC News re-
ports, “a desire to embrace free speech.” In pursuit 
of this goal, he announced that, “Meta will end its 
fact-checking program with trusted partners and 
replace it with a community-driven system similar 
to X’s Community Notes… The changes will affect 
Facebook and Instagram, two of the largest social 
media platforms in the world, each boasting billions 
of users, as well as Threads.”

Zuckerberg doesn’t seem worried about losing 
advertisers in turning over fact-checking to his user 
community. In 2024, Meta’s social media generated 
$160.6 billion in worldwide advertising revenue. 
The source of this revenue was over 10 million ad-
vertisers, most of them small- and medium-sized 
businesses.

Letters to the editor are perfectly capable of 
serving that same community fact-checking func-
tion for Rossmoor News.

Content-rich newspapers, as opposed to local, 
throwaway-type offerings, are widely read and 
discussed. Political columns are part of that con-
tent-richness. 

Advertisers buy ads to be seen. While they do 
have a legitimate interest in not wanting their ads 
run next to articles or editorials they find objection-
able, that concern is customarily managed by hav-
ing columns and letters run in their own dedicated 
section of the newspaper. Advertisers have no busi-
ness demanding more than that, and any newspaper 
that gives in to such pressures is a paper that has 
lost its integrity.

Richard Schulman
Saklan Indian Drive 

How to Contact Elected Officials
United States Senator
Senator Alex Padilla
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 1-202-224-3553
Fax: 1-202-228-1338
California office:
333 Bush St. Ste. 3225
San Francisco, CA 94104
Phone:1-415-981-9369
Email via www.padilla.senate.gov
United States Senator
Adam Schiff 
3B40B Dirksen Senate Office 
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 1-202-224-3841
Fax: 1-202-228-0026
Email through the website:  
Schiff_California@schiff.senate.gov

House of Representatives
Rep. Mark DeSaulnier
11th District
115 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: 1-202-225-2095 
Fax: 1-202-225-5609
Local office:
3100 Oak Road, Suite 100
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
Phone: 1-925-933-2660 
Fax: 1-925-933-2677
Email through the website: www.
Desaulnier.house.gov/contact/email

Governor Gavin Newsom
State Capitol, Suite 1173 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Phone: 1-916-445-2841 
Fax: 1-916-558-3160 

Email through the website: 
http://gov.ca.gov

State Senate
Senator Tim Grayson
Ninth District
1021 O St. Suite 6710 
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 1-916-651-4009 
Walnut Creek office: 
51 Moraga Way, Suite 2 
Orinda, CA 94563 
Phone: 1-925-258-1176 
Fax: 1-925-258-9982

East Contra Costa County office:
420 West Third Street 
Antioch, CA 94509 
Phone: 1-925-754-1461
Email through the website: 
sd07.senate.ca.gov/contact

State Assembly
Rebecca Bauer-Kahan16th District, 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 94249 
Phone: 1-916-319-2016 
Fax: 1-916-319-2116
Email through the website: 
lcmspubcontact.lc.ca.gov/
PublicLCMS/ContactPopup.
php?district=AD16

Contra Costa Board of Supervisors
Supervisor Candace Andersen
District II
651 Pine Street, Room 108-A
Martinez, CA 94553
Phone: 1-925-335-1046
Fax: 1-925-335-1076
Email: supervisorandersen@
bos.cccounty.us

The following are federal, state and local elected officials and how to contact them by phone, mail and e-mail.


