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Dear Grace Church Family,

I'll begin with a word of thanks for a wonderful Easter Sunday Submit articles
celebration on April 20! The morning was sunny and warm, more than 130 for the next issue
people attended in person and via livestream, and the music was inspiring. by May 16, 2025

These weeks after Easter bring us to the ancient season called
“Eastertide,” a 50-day period before Pentecost that gives us time and space
to contemplate and digest the implications of the resurrection of Jesus. Sunday Worship at 10 AM

In his book The Substance of Faith, Clarence Jordan, Baptist
theologian and founder of Koinonia Farm, writes: “The resurrection of Jesus
was simply God's unwillingness to take our ‘no’ for an answer. He raised
Jesus, not as an invitation to us to come to heaven when we die, but as a
declaration that he himself has now established permanent, eternal
residence here on earth. He is standing beside us, strengthening us in this
life. The good news of the resurrection of Jesus is not that we shall die and
go home to be with him, but that he has risen and comes home with us,
bringing all his hungry, naked, thirsty, sick prisoner brothers with him.”

With those words in mind, | want to
invite you to the screening of a new
documentary film, “Evicting the American
Dream,” that Grace Church is hosting on
Thursday, May 8 at 7:00 PM in the Oak Room.

The film amplifies the voices and counter
stories of children and families confronting
homelessness and eviction while also
exploring the root causes and systemic issues
that perpetuate this epidemic.

Over the last 3 years, Counter Stories
Productions, a story ministry of Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance, has been doing listening
sessions, interviews, and documentary
production with families and communities
confronting the rising levels of eviction and
homelessness in their communities. “Evicting
the American Dream” seeks to reframe, humanize, and transform how the
wider public understands eviction and homelessness and the ways in which
this is preventable.

The event will include a panel discussion with the filmmaker, David
Barnhart, and local representatives, including Cynthia Garrett from Hope
Solutions, Taryn Sandulyak from Firm Foundation Community Housing, and
others. Please join us and invite your neighbors and friends to join you.

As we move forward from Easter, the resurrection of Jesus is an
invitation to live beyond our limited human expectations which are
shattered at the empty tomb. Jesus is already gone from one tomb. The only
question now is this: are you are willing to abandon your own?
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MAY SUNDAY WORSHIP

-May 4 - Acts 6:1—7:2a, 44-60
(Rev. Leslie Veen preaching)

- May 11 - Acts 8:26-39

- May 18 - Acts 15:1-18

- May 25 - Galatians 1:13-17; 2:11-21

Grace and peace,




May

Gessica Johnston 5/11
Lavenia Black 5/13
Sonja Luscher 5N4

Sara Allen 519
Roger Reaber 5/23
Mary Munsell 5/25

Hannah Circle Meeting

Hannah Circle welcomes
women, and friends of Grace
Church to join in fellowship on
Tuesday, May 13, in the
Fireside Room, from 10 am to
11:30 am. Light refreshments
will be available prior to the
meeting. A Zoom link will be sent for those
who cannot come in person. All are welcome.

Our Lesson Booklet is entitled "Let Justice
Roll Down” focusing on the care of
our planet.

This month we will study
and discuss “Lesson Nine -
Sustaining Creation’s Health
for All”. Scripture passages
include: Genesis 1:29-30; Psalm
104, Isaiah 2:1-5; Micah 4:1-4;
Matthew 13:31-32.

Lynn Lyons (Moderator), Gail Peterson and
Charie Reid (lesson presentation

Financial Report

$2,812 was collected for
the recent One Great
Hour of Sharing
Offering. Thank you for
your generosity!

- Faye Hutchings,
Financial Secretary

Meet our new members who met with Rev. Mark and Session on April 6,
2025 and joined Grace Presbyterian Church.

Adam Nattenberg

Adam was born in Fresno, CA and spent his early childhood there. He
then moved to Alameda. Adam'’s greatest interest is in cooking. He loves
going to Farmers markets and cooking creative dishes. Adam now lives in
Walnut Creek. He takes care of his mother and has a brother who lives in
the bay area. After having been to many churches, Adam chose to become
a member at Grace for its loving people, teaching, and atmosphere.

Shirlee Anderson

Shirlee was born and raised in Ohio. While still a child, her family moved
from Ohio to California. She married after high school and had a son and a
daughter. Shirlee graduated Phi Kappa Phi from Wisconsin University.
Their family moved many times within the United States and once in
Sweden. She played tennis for many years, enjoys writing, and loves
photography. Shirlee moved to Rossmoor about eight years ago.

Stu and Hilary Lynch

Stu grew up in Southwest Arkansas with his parents and two older
sisters. He came to faith as a young adult. As a new Christian, he entered a
two-year study and ministry program, including a summer mission trip to
Japan. When he finished his program, he pursued a long-term mission role
back in Japan. He met his wife, Hilary, through their ministry in Japan,
married, and started their family of four children there. Stu and Hilary are
in their 36" year of ministry, with a vision of helping leaders thrive in
sustainable Christ-centered life and ministry.

Hilary grew up not going to church except at Christmas and Easter with
her grandparents. She felt kind of like an outsider to “faith”. Then in high
school, she met some Christians and they became great friends. Through
them, she knew she wanted to learn more about Jesus. When she wet to
college, she started going to church and bible studies. Over the next six
months, she realized her own selfishness and sin in new ways and knew
that she needed a savior. She became a follower of Jesus, was baptized,
and joined Menlo Church. She then went on to her first overseas short
term mission trip and later went to Japan to help start local churches and
it was there that she met Stu. Hilary is now getting a professional
doctorate. She coaches leaders both in life issues and in connecting
creation care to their ministries.

Elizabeth Stetson

Elizabeth was born in Washington DC into a "military/NAVAL family" in
1948. They moved to California, SF Bay Area and she attended UC Santa
Barbara and UC Berkeley, graduating in with a BA degree in Social
Sciences. Elizabeth moved to Washington DC where she worked with
families in need, graduating with an MA in Social Sciences at George
Washington University. Returning to the SF Bay Area in early 1990's,
Elizabeth found her interest in mathematics to be compelling, as was work
in the high-tech industry. Joy with the music industry grew and her
daughter, Molly McKee arrived and brought, and still brings, the greatest
love of all! She continues to bring love and to astound! And, now retired,
Elizabeth has developed many renewed interests, and the church a most
vital one! She is currently in process of an autobiography sharing stories of
her grandfather, Foster J. Pratt, one of the first presidents of AARP; and
her father, Robert L. Stetson, a nuclear chemist and early developer of the
use of thorium as a nuclear fuel. Her daughter, Molly, is a writer with a
work in process!
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Ash Wednesday Service Mar. 5, 2025

Liturgist - Sharon Lyons, Easter Sunday

The Season of Lent began with the Ash
Wednesday Service on March 5, 2025.

Maundy Thursday service with
communion was held on April 17, 2025.

We celebrated the joyous resurrection of Flowers for the Living Cross - Nancy Magee, Lynn Lyons

our Lord on Sunday, April 20, 2025 with a
great gathering of church family, friends,
and visitors.

Thank you to all who served and
Fran Whipple serving Communion at the Maundy Thursday service. celebrated with us!

Rev. Mark preaching the sermon “No Idle Tale”
on Easter Sunday.

Resurrection of the Lord/Easter Sunday Service - Sunday, April 20, 2025

JOINING TOGETHER TO HONOR THE FALLEN
MEMORIAL DAY AT GRACE

Grace Family will gather together on Memorial Day, Monday,
May 26, to remember, with thanks, those who died to protect our
country. This year’s event will take place in the Oak Room beginning at
12 noon with an old fashioned picnic — hot dogs, potato salad,
watermelon, and the fixins' - followed by a program at 1:00 pm, opened
with the presenting of the colors by a local Scout Troop.

Plan to bring family and friends to commemorate this special American holiday in a
respectful and meaningful way. There will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex on Sundays in
May so that you can let us know how many are in your party. (This is important, hot dogs
don’t stretch!).

- Outreach Committee Freddie Delamain, Meg Keeley, Sharon Lyons, Elise Teagle




Grace Presbyterian Church
2100 Tice Valley Boulevard
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Sunday Worship at 10 AM
MAY 2025

WELCOME STATEMENT

We welcome and celebrate all
who join with us

—the young and the old,

the rich and the poor, the gay and
the straight, the strong and the
weak, the meek and the brave
—and though we are

different one from

another, we are united

in loving and praising God

and in loving each other.

Prayer Chain

If you have concerns

that would benefit

from the power of

prayer, please

contact Faye Hutchings or the church office.

In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM.
Join friends for Fellowship time after church.

Livestream Worship on www.GraceWC.org — Every Sunday at 10:00 am.
Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.GraceWC.org

Church Membership: Please speak to Rev. Burnham for information.

Meetings and Gatherings
Sun. May 4 - Communion Sunday at 10:00 am

Wed. May 7, 14, 21, 28 - Bible Study with Pastor Mark at 10:00 am in the Library or via Zoom

Thur. May 8 - Film Screening “Evicting the American Dream” 7:00 pm Oak Room
Tues. May 13 - Hannah Circle Meeting 10:00 am, Fireside Room
Sun. May 18 - Session Meeting at 11:30 am in the Library or Zoom

Mon. May 26 - Memorial Day Picnic at 12:00 Noon in the Oak Room




