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Dear Grace Church Family,

The month of March is quickly
upon us, which means longer days as
we turn the clocks back on Sunday,

March 9. Lent begins with Ash \
Wednesday, which is on March 5 this

year. | hope you can join us for a worship P RAY

service at 4:00 pm on that day.

The season of Lent is a time of preparation, a 40-day journey of
readying our hearts and lives for a deeper and truer experience of Christ’s
passion and resurrection. The main purpose of Lent is to help us know God
more profoundly as we prepare to celebrate the amazing news of Jesus’
resurrection on Easter Sunday.

Lenten practices vary widely among Christians. Historically, the season
of Lent has been a time of fasting, a time for giving up something enjoyable
in order to focus more fully on God.

Many Christians, however, have instead stressed taking on a spiritual
discipline during Lent rather than giving up something. So, many churches
sponsor special Lenten Bible studies or Lenten service opportunities.
Individual Christians often use Lenten-themed materials for their personal
devotions.

The point of Lenten practices, however, is not just about giving up or
adding on. Instead, the point has to do with what happens inside of us
through these practices. They are meant to help us focus more fully on God
and on the Spirit's presence. For example, fasting for Lent makes us more
aware of our neediness for the Lord. Lenten disciplines help to draw our
attention to God.

So, the point of Lent is to respond with greater intentionality and
focus to the invitation in Hebrews 4:16: “Let us therefore approach the throne
of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help
in time of need.” Yes, Lent should be a season to grow, not in legalism, but in
grace and mercy.

No matter what you do (or don’t do) during the six weeks before
Easter, | would encourage all of us to draw near to God regularly so that we
might be renewed in your relationship with God and with one another.

Here are some questions for us to ponder on our Lenten journey:

e How have you thought about or experienced Lent in the past?

What about how?
e Doyou see Lent as a season in which you might draw near to
God?

e In what ways are you yearning to experience more of God's grace?

e What concrete actions can you take open yourself to God'’s

presence?

The Season of Lelir

Grace and peace,
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MARCH SUNDAY WORSHIP

« March 2 - Luke 9:28-45

« March 9 - Luke 10:25-42

« March 16 - Luke 13:1-9, 31-35
« March 23 - Luke 15:1-32

« March 30 - Luke 16:19-31




February Birthdays

Joan Larsen 2/1
Sheila Whipple 2/2
Jean Irvine 2[7
Wendy Watkins 2/15
Jennifer Wallace 2/16
Gary Parkhurst 2/16
Reta Wilcox 2/17
Mark Werner 2/24
7( Linda Neyer 2/25
Florence Stone 2/28

March Birthdays

Dave Fellner 3/2

Hilde Olds 3/9

John Hardin 3/10

Angela Brochardt 3/12 Hﬂpplg'
Mary Lou Thompson 3/12

Jay Kim 3/13 %idﬁﬂ(
Bill Patten 3/15 Wz/
Earnie Cunningham 318

Mary Schoenfeld 3/19

Marlene Hall 3/20

Faye Hutchings 3/26

Diana Barkley 3/27

Jumi Kim 3/27

Aline Wilson 3/30

Hannah Circle welcomes women, and
V friends of Grace Church to join in
_%Y 4° 4 fellowship on Tuesday, March 11, in the
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Our Lesson Booklet is entitled "Let
Justice Roll Down” focusing on the care of our
planet. This month we will study and
discuss “Lesson Seven - Economic Climate Justice”.
Scripture passages are from Deuteronomy,
Matthew, and John.

The Bible's economic wisdom never
promises to eradicate poverty. “You always have the
poor with you, “ it says instead. But we can reduce
suffering and strengthen the entire social network.
Lynn Lyons (Moderator), Gail Peterson and Charie
Reid (lesson presentation). You may participate in
person or via Zoom, a link will be provided. We
hope to see you there!

Final 2025 Pledge Report
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Q ‘ v /~®
God's varied grace. IS e 2
The 2025 = S| araeoas
Stewardship S

A Way ofF Living

Campaign generated
$238,655 in pledges
toward a budget goal
of $250,000 or

95%. Thank you for
your faithful and
ongoing generosity
in support of Grace
Presbyterian
Church’s ministry to
congregation,
community and
beyond. For detailed copy of Grace Presbyterian
Church Program Budget Planning 2025, please
request one from the office. Contact Faye Hutchings,
Financial Secretary, or Linda Neyer, Treasurer, for any
guestions. Again, a heartfelt thanks to the giving
community of Grace Church members and friends!

Goal: $250,000

=

95%

$238,655

Legacy Giving Update

During the first quarter of each year, we
celebrate our Legacy Donors. Geraldine Rentz was
a member of Grace Church from 2012 until her
death one year ago on March 20, 2024. During that
time she served as Elder, Clerk of Session, head of
Pastor Search Committee, Moderator of
Presbyterian Women and Assistant Treasurer. She
founded Grace Book Club and Bridge Club. Geri
gave generously with her time, talents and
treasurers. Geri worked for years with the InReach
Committee on maintaining our campus buildings,
and when she left the church a legacy gift of
$20,000, Session appropriately approved its use this
past year on repairing and beautifying our office
building.

During this month, you can find helpful
legacy giving booklets on Estate Planning and
Composing a Legacy on the tables in the narthex
and in the back of the sanctuary. Contact Faye
Hutchings, Financial Secretary, or Linda Neyer,
Treasurer, for any questions.



GRACE NEWS 3

Installation of New Elders

On Sunday, February 2, 2025, new elders were
ordained and installed: (Left to Right) Elise Teagle
(OutReach), Ann McCullough (InReach),

Hilde Olds (InReach), Kathryn Hoffer (UpReach).

Installation of New Deacons

On Sunday, February 16, 2025, new deacons were
ordained and installed:

(Left to Right): Sally Day, Sonja Luscher, Carol Parkhurst,
Anita Donnell

New Elders and Deacons

This past month we welcomed newly-elected

church officers (pictured above). Please keep them

in your prayers as they work together to further the mission and ministry of Christ’s church.

Also, a big “thank you" to our 2024 Nominating Committee: Meg Keeley & Nancy Magee (Elder
representatives); Jean Savage (Deacon representative); Mary Munsell, Barbara Bean, Hilde Olds, & Sally

Day (At-large members), whose job it is to nominate

Outreach Committee Invitation to the
Congregation

Each year, the Outreach
Committee is charged with
distributing budgeted funds
to both world, regional, and
community organizations

@ ﬂ DONATE
from our congregation. We

ARV b |
will be reviewing our list of

previous recipients and will be open to discussion on
the possibility of deleting some and/or adding new
recipients for 2025.

We invite anyone who is interested in being a part of
this discussion and decision making to our March
meeting which will be held on Sunday March 16 at
11:30 in the Library. Those who are interested should
contact Meg Keeley at megkeeley327@gmail.com so
that she can provide you with our current list and
information about each recipient for your review prior
to the meeting.
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Elders and Deacons to the congregation.

We invite you to join us for our
Ash Wednesday Worship Service

March 5, 2@2 &
4:00 pm
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Sunday Worship at 10 AM
MARCH 2025

WELCOME STATEMENT

We welcome and celebrate all
who join with us

—the young and the old,

the rich and the poor, the gay and
the straight, the strong and the
weak, the meek and the brave
—and though we are

different one from

another, we are united

in loving and praising God

and in loving each other.

that would benefit /. Hopeand
from the power of D Hea“ng

prayer, please [P
contact Faye Hutchings or the church office.

In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM.
Join friends for Fellowship time after church.

Livestream Worship on www.GraceWC.org — Every Sunday at 10:00 am.
Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.GraceWC.org

Church Membership: Please speak to Rev. Burnham for information.
Meetings and Gatherings

Sun. Mar. 2 - Communion Sunday at 10:00 am | Session Meeting at 11:30 am in the Library
or Zoom

Wed. Mar. 5 - Ash Wednesday Service - 4:00 pm Sanctuary

Wed. Mar. 5,12, 19, 26 - Bible Study with Pastor Mark at 10:00 am in the Library or via
Zoom

Tues. Mar. 11 - Hannah Circle Meeting 10:00 am Fireside Room

Wed. Mar. 12, 19, 26 - Grief Support Group Session 2:00 - 3:30 pm Fireside Room

Sun. Mar. 30 - Church Concert 3:00 pm Sanctuary (Free)




