amazing

1cdce

®

IN YOUR LIFE | IN OUR COMMUNITY | IN THE WORLD

A monthly publication for members and friends of Grace Presbyterian Church in Walnut Creek, California

September 2023

\/
Dear Grace Church Family and Friends,

I hope that everyone had a safe and enjoyable
summer. Personally, I had two significant experiences ,
this past month. The first was a great joy as Pat and I i
welcomed our first grandchild, Aster Luz Burnham- 1
Douglas, born on August 8. We’ve very thankful Aster [,t}:,\'/ .
is a healthy and that parents Eli and Jill are enjoying ;
their parenting duties.

The other experience this summer was not so joyful. While visiting with
family in Seattle and meeting Aster for the first time, both Pat and I tested
positive for Covid. After more than three years of avoiding the virus, it finally
caught up with us.

While the symptoms we had were fairly mild, we had to isolate for five days
and missed out on some important grandchild time. However, I’m grateful for
the Paxlovid medication, which proved very effective in shortening the time
we were ill.

Welcome Joe Lim

In August we welcomed Joe Lim to the position of church pianist. He
will be playing during Sunday worship and accompanying the Chancel
Choir. Joe is a talented choral and instrumental music educator with many
years of worship leadership experience. Please give Joe a warm welcome!

Narrative Lectionary

On Sunday, September 10, we will once again begin using the Narrative
Lectionary, a cycle of readings for use in Sunday worship and preaching. The
goal is to preach annually through the whole scope of the Biblical narrative so
that our lives and the life of the congregation might be centered in God’s
story.

The cycle of readings run from September through May. We will start in
the book of Genesis (see the box to the right on this page) and work our way
through the Old Testament in the fall, and then through Jesus’ life and
ministry as told in Mark’s gospel.

Micro Homes Project

The project construction has been approved by the city of Walnut Creek and
detailed plans are being finalized. However, we are still waiting for final approval
of an Affordable Housing Agreement between the city and Hope Solutions. Look
for more news soon.

Office Manager’s New Hours

Per Judy’s request, the Personnel Committee and the Session approved a
change in her hours to four days/week. Please note that and Judy will no longer
be in on Mondays and the church office will remain closed on that day.
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SEPTEMBER
SUNDAY WORSHIP

9/3 - St. Catherine of Siena
9/10 - Genesis 2:4b-25

9/17 - Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7
9/25 - Genesis 32: 9-13, 22-30
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Mark Burnham 09/05
Judith Black 09/10
Stanley Dorst 09/10
Claire Wait 09/15
Susan Blair 09/23
Kathryn Hoffer 09/23
Jean Karkanen 09/23
Myra Swallow 09/24
Elizabeth Allen 09/30
Nancy Magee 09/30
W '+ Aspecial Happy Birthday
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'\ -~ on September 5th to our
\ \7‘;&! pastor, Mark Burnham.
\

Hannah Circle Meets

on 912 at 10 am (@
Join friends in the =/
Library for our new Bible P

Study: Sacred Encounters:

The Power and Presence of Jesus
Christ in Luke-Acts. This Bible study by
author Olive Mahabir invites readers to
study Jesus, the good Shepherd (Luke
10:15), who shared the Good News
through sacred encounters with everyday
people. The Gospel According to Luke
and the Book of the Acts of the
Apostles, or Luke-Acts, “one story in
two parts,” demonstrate the unfolding
of God’s redemptive purposes in
human history and present a distinctive
perspective on the person and work of
Jesus Christ. Written by Luke, a
physician and traveling companion of
Paul, the message to the early Christian
community (and to us) is radical,
inclusive, and hope-filled.

Our new Study Guide: Sacred
Encounters: The Power and Presence
of Jesus Christ in Luke-Acts will be
available. Also at the September
meeting the recipient of our PW funds
will be announced.

—Blessings and Peace, Geri Rentz

Fnsemble Ari

’Fearurz'mj
C

“The Usual, Unusua”g” for Piano Trio by Jean Ahn
Suite No. 1 for Solo Cello bg Ernest Bloch
Trio ﬁlégiaque No. 1'in G Minor by Sergci Rachmaninoff

Korean Songs for Soprano & Piano Trio (arr. bg Jean Ahn)

Jean Ahn
Director / Composer

Eunsom Lee
Soprano

Sharon Lee Kim

Sarah Hong
Piano Cello

Jooyeon Kong
Violin

(Sun) Sep 10
3:00 pm
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GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2100 TICE VALLEY BLVD
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94595

LIVE STREAMING ALSO AVAILABLE at
YouTube: Grace Presbyterian Church Walnut Creek

Donations are
greatly
appreciated.

September Book Club Meeting
September 17 at 11:30 am in the Library
For September , the suggested

| cisinG our  hovel by one of our members is

oF Rising out of Hatred: The
HATRED Awakening of a Former White
e e Nationalist by Eli Saslow. Saslow,
OF A FORMER a Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter,
HHIERATONEET - shares the powerful story of how a

ELL SASLOW  prominent white supremacist, Derek

Black, changed his heart and mind.
Derek Black grew up at the epicenter of white nationalism. His

father founded Stormfront, the largest racist community on the

Internet. His godfather, David Duke, was a KKK Grand Wizard.
Join us for this compelling and timely read.

—Blessings and Peace, Geri Rentz



https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/bible-study/sacred-encounters/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/bible-study/sacred-encounters/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/bible-study/sacred-encounters/
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/7069
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/5307
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/3991
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/3854
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/5274
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/7242
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/3867
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/5045
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/7032
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/7198

Needler News

Marsha Stark and a small
army of women who knit

o e oo busy. | IPEBATIONGRATITUDE
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Contributors to the project 7 i ) s
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are: Annie Toy, Margaret Warnke, Marianne Anderson,
Judith Jones, Ruth Hoglund (and her senior citizen
knitting group in Hercules). Marsha, while home
caring for her husband Bob, knitted 70 red scarves
herself and received this letter!

Thank you for your generous donation of 70
Red Scarf & Hat Challenge Items, 20 Letters, and
supporting those who serve. Since our founding in
2003 with the help of grateful Americans like you,
we have delivered over 3.8 million of our signature
Care Packages to Deployed Troops, Veterans,
Military Families, Recruit Graduates and First
Responders.

A Care Package brings joy to a Service Member
and enables a Veteran, Wounded Hero or Caregiver to
feel appreciated. Our Battalion Buddies bring comfort
to the children of deployed. And when we hand deliver
a First Responder Care Package, it shows local heroes
that their community values them.

If you are a knitter and interested in participating in
the Operation Gratitude project, contact Marsha
Stark for information. We have lots of yarn for you
to work with. If you have yarn to donate, it is always
appreciated.

Education Sundays Begins 9/17

The first Education Sunday is September 17 at
11:30 am in the Fireside Room. Plan to stay a little
longer on these Sundays for interesting educational
programs and discussion. More information to come.

Meetings are also scheduled for October 15 and
November 19, both at 11:30 am.

Save the Dates for Special Fellowship Events

Oct. 8 Pastor Appreciation Sunday will include a
special fellowship time celebration. A salad lunch
buffet will be served.

Oct. 29 Harvest Thank you Luncheon and
Stewardship Drive kickoff. Help bring in the fall
season with a special thank you meal during
fellowship time. At this event, Grace Church seeks to
thank and honor all volunteers who give their time,
talent and treasure.

Please plan to join your church family on these special
Sundays.

Food Bank News

At the end of June, Grace Church donated $600
to the Food Bank of Contra Costa and Solano.
Donations such as these enable the Food Bank to
provide nutritious food to those in need. The Food
Bank partners with more than 260 nonprofit agencies
to bolster their grass-roots hunger fighting efforts.

Grace has supported the Food Bank for many
years by hosting a barrel in the Narthex for you to
deposit your donated food. Please check the
expiration date and if it is within six months of the
date of donation it is fine to deposit in the barrel.
Monetary donations are always encouraged.

The Grace barrel also supports the food program
of the Contra Costa Interfaith Coalition and County
Social Services. Sharon Lyons is the representative if
you have any questions about the program. Throughout
the years, Grace has donated 804 boxes of food to be
distributed by the county to those in need.

We have all felt the pinch at the grocery store so
your donations are more important than ever. Thank
you for your donations. -Mary Munsell, Deacon
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from the congregation, the following Q "
gifts were collected during the
summer months. Thank you!! A
« School Supplies for the kids of (

Hope Solutions = $1,201
« Facilities Campaign = $15,425
« Maui Relief = $2,345
« Approximately a dozen cases of bottled water to
support Loaves and Fishes + $20 in cash

Summer Mission Giving
Thanks to generous donations

From Elise Teagle’s Church on Maui
Pastoral Update—August 20, 2023

Aloha, Keawala ‘i ‘ohana,

We continue in prayer for our island, ‘ohana in Lahaina
and Kula, and for the ongoing relief efforts as reports
from the Maui wildfires continue to unfold. Truly we
are witnessing the worst and the best of our island and
from those on the Continent (and around the world)
who are going “above and beyond” to help in so many
ways. It is heartbreaking to watch all the damage and
loss. But it is also encouraging to see how love and
compassion are winning the day. May we all do our part
to offer aloha as we malama those in deepest need.

Hope requires belief in resurrection, the possibility that
life can rise from the ashes. We can only have such
hope as we embrace a dream for a new day in Lahaina,
and throughout our island. As we pray our beloved
banyan will sprout once again, we have hope that new
life will return to Lahaina — a vision maybe none of us
can fully see at this moment.
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Curious About
Membership?

Visitors who want to
learn more about Grace or
seek Church membership
are invited to let Pastor
Mark know of your interest.
He will answer your
questions about being a
Presbyterian and what you
need to do to be a member
of Grace Church.

—Discipleship Department

In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM.
Join friends for Fellowship time after church.

Livestream worship link is at www.gracewc.org - Sundays at 10:00 am

Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.gracewc.org

Listen to the latest Sunday sermon on your phone. Dial 925-236-2487

SEPTEMBER GATHERINGS & MEETINGS

Every Wednesday at 10 am, Bible Study in the Library or on Zoom
Sunday, September 3 at 10 am, Communion Sunday
Sunday, Sept. 3 at 11:30 am, Earth Care Meeting in the Library
Sunday, Sept. 10 at 3pm, Ensemble Ari Concert
Tuesday, Sept. 12 at 10 am, Hannah Circle Meeting in the Library
Sunday, Sept. 17 at 11:30 am, Book Club in the Library.
Sunday, Sept. 17, 11:30 First Education Sunday in the Fireside Rm
Sunday, Sept. 24 at 11:30 am, Meeting of Session in the Library




